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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 22 May on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat —  

That the following address be presented to His Excellency —  

To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of the Royal 
Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its 
dependencies in the commonwealth of Australia.  

May it please Your Excellency: We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious sovereign 
and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.27 pm]: I am very 
pleased to see that you have taken the chair today, Madam Deputy President, and I congratulate you on your new 
role; I know from past experience that you will do an excellent job in the chair. 

Towards the end of the evening last night I was talking about the Premier having taken on the science portfolio. I 
referred to an article that appeared in an online newsletter called Science Network, in which the Premier was 
reported as having made some comments about his new role. He stated, in part — 

“The prime purpose is to develop the science culture,” he says. 

“Most of the industry … the economy of this state has a science base to it.” 

He is right; the Premier is right on this occasion. It is just a shame that it has taken him so long to get to this 
point and that the government has wasted the last four years. There has been no bioprospecting bill and no solid 
work coming out of the Technology and Industry Advisory Council to the benefit of community and industry. 
There has been no significant funding. In fact, there have been significant funding cuts to the industry. Nor has 
there been any vision or plan for science in this state into the future. I hope, now that the Premier has grasped the 
reality and value of science for the state, that he addresses these funding issues. I hope he acknowledges that the 
Square Kilometre Array is not the only science project we should be focusing on in Western Australia and that 
there are many and varied opportunities for us to explore and to provide future employment for the people of this 
state. I hope that the Premier will announce in due course exactly what he is going to do with this portfolio and 
what the Liberal government’s plan for science and investment in science in this state will be. I give members a 
guarantee that, despite no longer having responsibility for the portfolio, my ongoing interest means that I will 
continue to raise these matters if the government does not provide us with those opportunities, outline a plan or 
look at examples that exist in other places that we could emulate. We must seize opportunities to become an 
effective science and technology hub in this part of the world.  

I will talk about a number of other matters. Firstly, I congratulate the President on his re-election. We all regard 
Hon Barry House as a very good President because of his balanced approach to the management of this house. I 
was pleased to hear him articulate yesterday the four things that he would like to achieve in the management of 
the house during this term as President. In the time I have been here that is the first time I have heard a President 
articulate a set of objectives or a mission statement, if you like. He is to be commended for having thought 
through those four key issues. I certainly hope that we are able to assist him in achieving those objectives. I 
imagine that from time to time there may be some deviations from his objectives, but that is all part of the hurly-
burly in the fun house that is the Legislative Council. I congratulate him on having thought through those matters 
and for having a goal. Hopefully at the end of this term he will be able to report back to us on his assessment of 
whether those goals have been achieved.  

I want to have a bit of a whinge to the President about a couple things. Efficiency cuts are happening everywhere 
in the state because the government has obviously miscalculated how to manage the books. Everyone has been 
asked to tighten their belts. This type of belt tightening is impacting on us as members. My whinge, or grievance, 
to the President is about my concern about the cutback in services available to us as members. I am not worried 
about issues in the dining room or whether toilet doors are being painted or there are new name tags on doors—
those things are irrelevant to me. I am concerned about Parliamentary Library hours being shortened, which 
restricts our access to the library. Last Tuesday night just before 9.00 pm, I went to the Parliamentary Library 
because I needed to urgently get some information on a matter about which I needed to speak the next day. The 
librarians in this place are a fabulous group of people who are always very accommodating, happy to assist and 
able to find useful information. I was advised that because of cutbacks, the library was due to close at nine 
o’clock. The librarian happily accommodated me. I understand now that the Parliamentary Library has changed 
its closing time from 10.00 pm on Tuesday night to 9.00 pm. On Wednesday night it remains open until 9.00 pm. 
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The reality is that members are here later on those days and from time to time we need to access the library. I 
know that a huge number of people do not go traipsing through the library, but it is so much better to know that 
one can access its services and information. I hate to see the curtailing of services available to members. It is a 
real shame because it puts up barriers in our efforts to effectively do our work as members. If the President is 
listening to my whinge, perhaps he can have a discussion with the Speaker to find a way to keep the library open 
for longer hours in the evenings when we are working and need to access information. It is rare for me to make 
that kind of complaint, but it is of concern to me. 

An ongoing issue that I have raised a couple of times is the way information technology services at Parliament 
House are managed. My laptop decided to play up on Tuesday by requiring a strange encryption code. I phoned 
Parliamentary Services Information Technology—which, again, comprises a fantastic group of people—only to 
be advised that it could not help me even though I was in the building. I was told to phone the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet to speak to its IT people. I was not terribly happy about that, I can tell you, because I was in 
a hurry to access information from my laptop. I phoned DPC and explained what I needed, thinking I would be 
able to get the code. However, I was told that I would be called back. I was in a hurry. Why is it that as a 
member of Parliament working at Parliament House, I cannot get parliamentary IT to help me; rather, I have to 
go outside the building? I was told that because it is a DPC laptop, parliamentary IT could not help me. The 
duplication in this arrangement is a nonsense and it is something that we have had to put up with for years. It is 
very frustrating. There should be one department—preferably the parliamentary IT department—looking after 
the IT needs of members of Parliament. It knows what we need and can be accessed faster. I am not saying that 
the DPC IT people do not do a good job—they do. But it defies logic that we cannot use the people who are 
closest to us when we are in the building.  

Again, I hope that the President will take up this issue with the Parliamentary Services Department. I am sure 
that other members in this place have had similar experiences, and that new members will have those same 
experiences. IT is part and parcel of our working lives as members, whether we use laptops, desktops, iPads or 
mobiles. IT is how we communicate with our constituents and our offices, and it is how we access the 
information that we need when we get to our feet to speak. We need to be able to use those pieces of equipment 
efficiently without being slowed down. I think after our previous debate, I might need a jab for something! 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: Flu vaccination! 

Hon KATE DOUST: Quite possibly.  

Those are my two key whinges. I make them on behalf of all members because they are both relevant. It is about 
how we do our work as members. I hate to see artificial barriers put in our way that prevent us from doing our 
job in a timely manner. I will move on.  

There are a couple of issues hanging over from the last term. Members will recall in the last term I took an active 
role in my opposition to the development of Elizabeth Quay. I was very supportive of City Gatekeepers. The 
gatekeepers ran a number of candidates in the election. None of those was successful, unfortunately, but I 
congratulate and thank that group of people. They were successful in raising issues and in educating the 
community about some of the potential problems that have been identified through academic and scientific 
means that could arise from that development. They certainly have people thinking about the issue of congestion 
in and around the city. That issue has not gone away. In fact, post-election it is an issue that people are talking 
about more and more. We have not been given any real answers as to how the government will deal with the 
growth in activity on our roads and the changes to our access to and around the city. Once Riverside Drive is 
changed, how will people get from the eastern suburbs to the western suburbs? That is the problem of a growing 
city, and the government must come up with a clear plan about how to address it.  

The government is having to cut back on election commitments it made in public transport and other areas. 
Unless it bites the bullet on this and comes up with real solutions, traffic logjams in the metropolitan area will 
become a standard part of our daily lives. Last night one of the radio newsfeeds reported that at about 8.30 pm, 
parts of the freeway were still blocked; indeed, it was referred to as a car park. There are serious problems that 
have not been dealt with. City Gatekeepers did a good job of raising those issues so that there could be genuine 
community debate. I particularly want to thank Dr Linley Lutton, Max Hipkins, Joe Poprzeczny and Hon Hilda 
Turnbull for the work they did as part of this very active group. I know that they will not give up; they will 
continue to work to raise awareness of these issues, and I congratulate them for that.  

Another issue that is still outstanding post the election relates to the subcontractors who were working on 
buildings for Building Management and Works under the Building the Education Revolution program. Those 
people have been left in limbo by this government. I understand that about 196 separate subcontractors are 
aligned with a group that has struck financial difficulties in a range of forms because they have not been paid by 
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their head contractors when working on these BER projects. They put in submissions to the Small Business 
Commissioner. A report was to be given to the government at about the time of the election. We now know that 
it was given to ministers post the election. The government is sitting on the report. An announcement was made 
by Hon Simon O’Brien in October about four measures that would be put in place to change arrangements so 
that these types of problems would not occur again. We now know that the only initiative that was put in place 
was an education initiative. The other matters have not been dealt with, and they will not be dealt with until the 
government comes up with a response to the Eaton report, whenever that will be. There was a lot of smoke and 
mirrors. These announcements were made in the hope of getting these subcontractors to calm down and back 
away.  
As we now know, these problems are still ongoing. We had the issue with the Kiara fire station last week. A 
subcontractor is $90 000 out of pocket. We have problems with the prison in Derby, where half a dozen 
subcontractors are out of pocket, some of them to the tune of $200 000. If the government had put in place the 
measures and other initiatives it promised last October that would defer payments to head contractors and enable 
checking of statutory declarations, perhaps these issues that we are dealing with now may not have occurred. The 
government has not applied the checks and balances that it committed to. These subcontractors now have to wait 
another month before they get any indication from the government as to what is happening for them. 
Unfortunately, it is too late for a lot of those subcontractors. I am aware of subcontractors who have been 
compelled to sell their houses, they have had to move, they have lost their businesses and they have had to 
terminate employees—they have lost everything they have worked for. I spoke to one fellow on the 
weekend who I think is in his sixties. He had to put his house on the market last weekend. He has already had to 
sell the properties he had set aside for his retirement. He is about to lose another couple of hundred thousand 
dollars because his contractor has not paid him whilst they are operating under a BMW project. This is serious 
business.  
The government has to come up with some real solutions to accommodate the people who have already lost 
money, lost their businesses and lost their homes, and ensure that mechanisms are put in place so that 
subcontractors will get paid on time and in full when they are working for contractors who are engaged by BMW 
to deliver on a government contract. Having spoken to these subbies, we start to wonder why, if BMW is not 
going to pay due diligence when organising and managing this work, and if it is not going to guarantee that when 
subcontractors are employed, they will be paid, subcontractors would put their hand up for a job that was 
connected to government. Quite frankly, most of them have said that they have always liked working for 
government in the past because when they took on a government-related contract, they knew there was a 
guaranteed payment. That seems to have changed now. It all comes back to the way it has been managed by 
BMW. We have actually seen a lack of management. That is an issue that is still hanging over from the last 
election. I know we have new ministers. That can sometimes slow down the process, but they have to come up 
with real solutions. Unfortunately, it is too late for some of those subcontractors. I do not know how some of 
them will recover from the damage that has been done. They went out and built a lot of these schools and did 
their job but they have not received payment for it.  

Turning to my shadow portfolio, some significant commitments were made in some of the areas that I now have 
coverage of. It is interesting that the government went out during the election period and made some quite big 
financial commitments on a range of projects or made commitments to small business. It was very keen to 
engage with small business during that time and try to gain their support. We have already seen backtracking 
since the election. Within a week of the election, the Premier was talking about GST cuts and how that was 
going to impact on the government’s capacity to deliver. When I listened to those statements from the Premier in 
the media, I thought he was really waiting for the opportunity to be able to back down.  

We have now seen the Treasurer’s call for efficiency cuts. He has called for ministers to come up with program 
cuts and tighten their belts. It is quite evident that the figures that came out before the election were obviously 
incorrect. In the full knowledge of knowing what is happening in the state, how can the Premier make these 
substantial promises and then within weeks say, “We can’t do that; we can’t deliver that; we’re going to have to 
wait; we’re going to have to defer it; we’re going to have to cut back”? It is not possible. Having listened to the 
Premier during the campaign, we know that every time he opens his mouth and makes a commitment, we have to 
ask ourselves whether that is a real promise or an FM radio promise. That is the question we will be asking 
ourselves every time he gets to his feet. We are hearing from the Treasurer and the Premier about the things they 
have to defer; maybe they were all FM radio promises targeted for a particular audience and they hope they are 
just forgotten. They were not real promises; it was all about politicking during the election campaign. That is 
what we have come to expect from this government and a Premier who is big on grand visions, short on detail 
and lousy on delivery. I know that might be seen as a bit of a cynical view to some of the new members who are 
enamoured of their leader but over the next four years they will understand that he is a one-man show. The 
Premier might have made a great Stalinist in the — 
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Hon Sue Ellery: Be careful when you say the word “Stalinist”. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I know that the Leader of the Opposition is a great supporter of Stalin in the academic 
sense. That is very much the Premier’s style. What he wants and what he says is the way things happen. We have 
seen evidence of that, particularly in the way the energy portfolio was managed over the past four years. We had 
a minister who purported to be doing the job and articulating a number of things and then the Premier came out 
and said something quite different. Now after four years of the minister saying that there would be no re-merger 
of Synergy and Verve—we have the minister on record as saying that a number of times, and we agree with him 
that there should be no re-merger—what is the first thing the Premier said? He said, “Guess what? We’re re-
merging Synergy and Verve” because that is what he has always wanted. Now he is going to do it. He is going 
against all the sound economic advice of industry.  

Hon Helen Morton: Don’t be silly.  

Hon KATE DOUST: I am not silly. The minister will come to regret the decision of the Premier to go down 
that path. That was a silly decision on his part. There is no sound economic base on which to make that decision. 
It is a real shame that the lead organisations in this state, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western 
Australia and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia—I know their views on this, which 
have been articulated clearly to me over the past four years—have backed down and are just saying, “You go 
ahead and do it.”  

What it will do is drive away competition in our state. It will not deliver the outcomes the Premier believes it 
will; it is an archaic view. This is something we have come to expect from this Premier. If the Premier wants 
something, it does not matter what anyone else wants; he will go ahead and do it. We will see over the next 
four years example after example of this type of thing happening. It will not matter what his ministers think, 
because they are irrelevant. That is the Premier’s style of management: if he wants to do it, he will do it and it 
does not matter what his ministers say. Quite frankly, the Premier has made a fool of Minister Collier’s time as 
Minister for Energy. The lines that Minister Collier ran about not re-merging Verve Energy and Synergy, and the 
money he spent on consultants on that issue, has been a total waste of taxpayers’ money. If re-merging Verve 
and Synergy was the Premier’s intent all the way through, the minister should not have done these things; he has 
wasted government money.  

I know my time is about to expire, but I wanted to cover some of those issues. There are other things I would like 
to canvass and when we get to the Supply Bill 2013 or other bills I will have ample opportunity to talk about 
issues like the benefits of science to the state or some other problems with the Premier.  

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.50 pm]: It is with a feeling 
of honour that I rise on the Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the Governor, Malcolm McCusker. I would like 
to thank him for his address in this place and for coming along and being part of the opening. It is always so 
special to have him here. More importantly, I would like to acknowledge and thank the Governor and his wife 
for their amazing commitment to our community. I am humbled by the calibre of people such as the McCusker 
family. We all think we give part of our lives to community, and many of us in this room would give a lot more 
than others. However, when we meet people like the McCusker family we realise that maybe we could all do that 
little bit more to contribute to our community. I would like to thank them for their support, dedication and 
devotion to those less fortunate than us. When I realise the work that people like them do, I just want to give a bit 
more.  

The last time I stood to speak on the Address-in-Reply in this place, it was my first speech. At the time, I 
remember I was very nervous; it was daunting and the scariest thing I had ever done in my life. What got me 
through it was knowing that I had my family and friends in the gallery listening to every word I said. To the new 
members in this place—congratulations and welcome. I know some of the new members have not given their 
first speech as yet and will be feeling as nervous, daunted and scared as I did, but they will have their family and 
friends up in the gallery. They should enjoy it, because it is the only time that anyone will sit here and listen to 
them without passing judgement, and they will agree, nod and smile at everything they say; so embrace it and 
enjoy it!  

Hon Helen Morton: And clap!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: And members will clap! It is the only time members are applauded in this place. 
Members are listening now, because I am talking about them; otherwise they would not be listening. New 
members should enjoy the next couple of weeks ahead of them. I recall my early days in this place when 
Hon Norman Moore, our Leader of the House at the time, told us all to sit back and to watch and listen for our 
first few weeks to see how the place operates and runs. There are a lot of traditions in this place that members 
will learn, and they will keep learning every day about what goes on. Go slowly and enjoy your time here, 
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because before too long you will be up here yelling and screaming with the rest of us. Unfortunate as it is, we all 
get a bit tainted. I thought Hon Kate Doust delivered a great speech, but sadly she ended it on a sour note, which 
is a bit sad. We all get tainted in this house. I hope new members enjoy their first couple of weeks and their first 
speech. As I said, I welcome you all to this place.  

I am a newbie myself. I have completed my first term of four years. It is nice to know there are more newbies 
below us and we are not the new kids in the pond. On that note, it was quite comforting to come into the 
chamber with such a strong frontbench, but it was also quite confronting. It was comforting knowing that we 
were in safe hands, but confronting because they all made it look so easy. I wondered whether I would ever get 
to that stage in my life—hopefully, one day I will. To our former Leader of the House, Hon Norman Moore, and 
now to our current Leader of the House, Hon Peter Collier: I thank them for their guidance and support and for 
making this job look easy, because if they did not make it look so easy I do not think that we would all keep 
coming back. Like others in this place, I give tribute to Hon Norman Moore. As I said, he was very confident 
and comfortable in his role, but, more importantly, he carried the traditions of this place proudly on his 
shoulders. If any of us forgot them or did not know them, Hon Norman Moore reminded us quite often—loudly 
or quietly, subtly or not so subtly—whenever we were off track. One of the biggest fears when we lose someone 
like Hon Norman Moore to this place is that we may lose those traditions. He has beaten enough of them into all 
of us on this side so that every time I start to do something, I still hear Norman’s voice in the back of my mind: 
“Don’t do that! You’ve been here five minutes, sit down, listen and learn.” I do not think he will ever leave us. 
He will always be here. 

Hon Phil Edman: He was here yesterday!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is right! Politics never leaves us! He may have left this Parliament, but he will 
never leave politics; he will never be too far away and he will not stray. I am sure when he gave his last address 
in this place that he felt the way I did at my first speech. I am sure he was a bit afraid, scared and daunted about 
what lies in front of him. I believe that life is all about challenges and pushing boundaries. Through our whole 
life we do that, and if we stop doing that we stop growing. We started when we were kids going to school. When 
we first go to primary school, we are the new kids on the block. We make our way through primary school, and 
in my day year 7 was the end and we were at the top of the school; we were the big fish in the little pond, all 
cocky and confident and sure of ourselves. We then went into high school and became the little fish in a really 
big pond, and we had to start all over again. We then left high school, whether to university, or to the workplace, 
like I did, and we became the junior again and we had to start again. Then every time we leave a workplace to go 
to another job, we do it again. Like all of us in this place, we did it when we came here. We might have been at 
the top of our careers or our field, confident and comfortable and knowing where we were going and had the 
experience under our belt; then we came in here and became little fish in a big pond once again. I love it because 
it makes us push the boundaries. It gives us a chance to reinvent ourselves. We may have picked up a few bad 
habits along the way, and we can decide to get rid of them; or we may like how someone else conducts 
themselves and we can pick that up. At one stage I worked at the Small Business Development Corporation, 
where there was a young lady who organised events. For those who know me well, events and functions are my 
passion and soul. I do not think a week goes by that I am not organising some event or function.  

Hon Jim Chown: You’re exceptionally good at it, and a great tribute to the government.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Thank you very much, Hon Jim Chown. The “hostess with the mostest” is my 
nickname. I am quite happy to hold that title! This young lady was a fantastic events manager and she showed 
me how not to look stressed. The important thing, in doing any job of any kind, is not to look like you are 
failing—be the duck on the water, smooth and calm but with the legs paddling madly underneath.  

Noting the time, I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later day’s sitting. 

Hon Helen Morton: To a later stage of today’s sitting! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: To a later stage of this sitting—my Whip advised me incorrectly! 

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 

The PRESIDENT: Order! We are resuming debate on the Address-in-Reply. I call Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson 
and remind members that this is an inaugural speech and the usual courtesy applies.  

HON AMBER-JADE SANDERSON (East Metropolitan) [2.00 pm]: Thank you, Mr President. 
Congratulations on your re-election as President of the Legislative Council and thank you for the warm welcome 
you have extended to all new members over the past few weeks.  
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I pay my respects to the traditional owners, past and present, of the land on which we meet today, the Noongar 
people.  

First, let me thank the people of the East Metropolitan Region for my election as their representative. I am 
honoured and excited by the opportunity and am committed to working hard and doing my best for the region. I 
also pay tribute to the outgoing member for the East Metropolitan Region, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, who now has 
the honour of representing the North Metropolitan Region, and the retiring members for East Metropolitan 
Region, Hon Linda Savage and Hon Alison Xamon, both of whom have been effective, hard working members 
and strong advocates for mental health and domestic violence, two issues I feel strongly about. I hope to 
continue their advocacy of those issues in my time in this place.  

I also note that six women were elected in the East Metropolitan Region at the last election. I believe this may be 
a first for any region in Western Australia. Whether that is the case, it is great to see. It is also good to see the 
Labor Party preselect three youngish women from diverse backgrounds into winnable positions. If there is a 
word that sums up the East Metropolitan Region, it is diversity—ranging from the Mt Lawley cafe strip to the 
idyllic semi-ruralism of Darlington and Kalamunda. The East Metropolitan Region is where sprawling suburbs 
meet agriculture and industry. For all of its beauty, industry and diversity there are challenges in the region. 
Some residents I have spoken to say that at times they feel like the poor cousins of those living in the 
metropolitan region.  

The lack of transport infrastructure is felt acutely in the East Metropolitan Region. Those living in Ellenbrook, 
for example, often have to drive to Bassendean to get on an already packed train and their commute into the city 
is convoluted and long. Because of this many people continue to use their cars, creating further congestion on 
our roads. The Liberal government’s broken promise on the Ellenbrook train line will have lasting implications 
for the entire region. As it grows, Ellenbrook could become an increasingly isolated community, with lots of 
families, including lots of fly in, fly out workers, lacking proper support networks. The likelihood of a range of 
social repercussions is high. Many of the young children living there now will soon be teenagers. Anyone with 
kids will tell you that boredom and adolescence is a recipe for disaster. We must work together to connect 
Ellenbrook with the metropolitan region so people can access educational opportunities and engage with broader 
communities. The people in the East Metropolitan Region to whom I spoke about Metronet were truly excited by 
the possibility of actually having a train station in their neighbourhood.  

Housing affordability and a lack of public housing is another significant issue. As the recent Anglicare WA 
report highlighted, low-income families are hardest hit. Rent and house prices in the East Metropolitan Region 
are on par with the state average. The average rent is now $609 a week, up eight per cent in 12 months. The 
Anglicare report sums up the situation and states that private rentals are inaccessible for low-income earners and 
those on benefits. Anglicare found that access to rentals for a couple on two minimum wages dropped from 
6.7 per cent to 2.6 per cent in one year. Overall the situation is very grim. It is becoming harder for people on 
low incomes to access private rentals, and near record house prices are making home ownership almost 
impossible for many. Meanwhile, new Homeswest developments stand empty in Maddington for months on end 
and we find more families living out of their cars in very desperate times.  

An issue members will hear me raise again in this chamber is the government’s decision to privatise the new 
Midland Health Campus. During the 2008 election, the Liberals promised a new public hospital to replace Swan 
District Hospital Campus. As it turns out, the government will not provide a government-owned and run hospital 
at all. Catholic providers St John of God Health Care will run the new Midland hospital, and it has already stated 
that it will not provide a full range of services on religious grounds. No terminations, reproductive health advice 
or contraceptive advice, emergency or otherwise, will be provided. Even victims of sexual assault will not have 
access to these services at the new Midland hospital. There is strong evidence that women and teenagers at high 
risk of repeat pregnancies who receive immediate contraceptive advice after giving birth have a significantly 
reduced risk of falling pregnant again. A number of local doctors have raised concerns that they do not have the 
facilities to perform often complex procedures, and they need a local public hospital to refer patients to. This is 
supposed to be a public hospital. It is outrageous that in the twenty-first century an organisation like St John of 
God can dictate to a woman what is appropriate care in a public hospital.  

It is my view that the hallmark of a good society and community is not the wealth it creates for some individuals, 
opportunities for those who can afford it, or even the success of the market on any given day; it is the 
opportunity afforded to everyone regardless of their race, economic status, postcode or gender. It is access to 
quality education and health care; it is secure employment in a safe workplace; and it is the compassion and 
support we provide to our aged, children, people with disabilities and mental illnesses, and people experiencing 
hardship and persecution. A line from one of my favourite films Withnail and I sums up the way we operate all 
too often as a society, and it is — 
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Free to those who can afford it, very expensive for those who can’t.  

For the past nine years I have gained great satisfaction working for United Voice, most recently as assistant 
secretary. United Voice is one of the state’s largest unions, representing some of our lowest paid workers. United 
Voice members look after our aged and care for our children and people with disabilities. They are nurses and 
patient care assistants and they clean our hospitals. While our children are at school, United Voice members are 
supporting their education and ensuring they have a clean and safe environment to learn and play in. I believe 
they are the unsung heroes of the health and education systems. Without United Voice support workers, hospitals 
and schools simply would not function. They exemplify many of the important qualities that are good and 
valuable in our community. They do not do these jobs to get rich; they do them because they are important. It is 
important that we look after our elderly, children and vulnerable. It is important that people are cared for in a 
clean hospital and that our kids get a good education in clean, safe schools.  

What does it say about us as a society when we are prepared to pay people who do these incredibly important 
and often difficult jobs barely a living wage, and in many cases not a living wage at all? Most United Voice 
members are women on low pay, under $40 000 a year, in highly casualised industries, with little to no job 
security, and often no minimum hours to rely on. To survive on these low wages they have to make difficult 
choices every day.  

A cleaner at Mount Lawley Senior High School once told me that he often has to choose between his medication 
and putting petrol in the car so that he can get to work. For an aged-care worker, it is the choice between paying 
for her son’s football coaching or putting food on the table one week. For a cleaner working for a contractor in 
the CBD, her wage of $18.58 an hour means that at 62 years old she has to continue to work two jobs and does 
not get to spend time with her grandchildren. As individuals, these workers have little power to change things. 
However, they do not accept what is dished out to them. They could be regarded as having some of the least 
political power of any group. They exercise their collective power through their union and I have enjoyed 
immensely working with union members over the years to give them a political voice. They are willing to 
organise and work together and improve things for not only themselves, but everyone. They know that the value 
we put on an aged-care worker or an early childhood educator has a direct link to the quality of care they 
provide.  

Market forces driving wage inequality is self-defeating to the economy in the long run. The broader social and 
economic effects of long-term, low-income households are far-reaching and costly. In 2011, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development released a report acknowledging that growing inequality was 
undermining economic growth. The report, “Divided We Stand”, found a growing number of low-paid, part-
time, less-regulated jobs in 17 of the 22 countries studied. The report warned that the rise in inequality, if 
unchecked, “will affect economic performance as a whole”. Low-income households suffer housing stress, 
energy poverty and poorer health and education outcomes. Social inclusion and relationships are also impacted.  

It is also no coincidence that these low-paid industries are highly feminised. No matter how far we have come 
with gender equality, the service industry and care work is simply seen as “women’s work” and therefore 
entirely undervalued in monetary terms. The award rate for an early childhood educator who has completed a 
certificate III qualification is $18.58 an hour. They look after our babies, our most precious things. The 
equivalent qualification under the metal trades awards—a predominantly male sector—attracts an average $26 
an hour. The question is not why metal trade workers get paid so much. They deserve to be paid well. The 
question is: why do our early childhood educators—a critical role in early years development and our 
economy—get paid so little?  

Quality child care is essential to increasing the participation of women in the workforce. Ironically, under the 
current system, women are re-entering the workforce, mostly unwittingly, on the backs of low-paid women. 
What does this have to do with Parliament and government? To the federal government’s credit, it has 
acknowledged that it is the responsibility of governments to ensure that organisations that receive government 
funding pay fair and reasonable wages to their workers. It will provide a much-needed boost to wages for 
workers in the childcare sector. This will go a long way to ensuring that good people who love working with 
children can afford to stay. Similarly, the federal government will inject $1.2 billion into the aged-care sector, 
specifically for wages. For many people, this will be a life-changing amount of money. It means being able to 
buy a house and plan for their future. I congratulate the federal Labor government and United Voice members 
for their unwavering campaigns.  

In 2008, United Voice reached an agreement with the previous state Labor government. The agreement would 
result in contract cleaners who clean government buildings, such as ministerial offices and train stations, being 
paid the same as in-house government cleaners. Their pay would go from $14.71 an hour to $19.50 an hour 
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through their contractors. It would be a truly meaningful pay increase. For the CBD cleaner I mentioned 
earlier—her name is Lesley Flowers—it would have meant that she could give up her second job to spend time 
with her grandchildren, which she was looking forward to. Sadly, one of the first things the Barnett government 
did when it took office in 2008 was to cancel that pay increase. It was a heartless and punitive decision aimed at 
those who can least afford it. I genuinely believe that until we seriously address the low pay in these sorts of 
industries we will not come close to closing the gender pay gap. Western Australia currently has the biggest 
gender pay gap in the country, by a long shot. Not only that, but the gap is widening. I note that Hon Sue Ellery 
spoke about this in her inaugural speech in 2001. I add my voice to Sue’s in this place and hope to be part of a 
solution to this growing inequality. The market is not motivated to address this; it is up to government. 

I spent the first part of my childhood growing up in Bayswater, where my parents bought their first house. Like 
many people, my parents separated when I was very young—around five years old. In 1986, we moved to 
London and lived in the UK almost consistently for the next 14 years. Landing in Thatcher’s London in the mid-
1980s was a culture shock to say the least, but I am grateful for the experiences it has provided me. I am lucky to 
have been able to live in both countries. I am a product of the public school system and was fortunate to be in the 
final year of a fully UK government-funded tertiary education—sadly, now a relic of the past. This allowed 
thousands of people access to degrees and higher earnings, regardless of their family income or social status.  

For all my time in the UK I maintained strong links to Perth, feeling a pull to return home. In 2001, I bought a 
one-way ticket to Perth, packed up my job in London and said goodbye to my family and long-term friends. I 
have never looked back. Thankfully, my parents and siblings followed a couple of years later. Both my parents 
are ten-pound Poms, immigrating to Perth as teenagers in the 1970s. My grandparents were raising four children 
in a two-bedroom flat in Hackney. They both had jobs, but life was tough. Australia was an opportunity to 
improve their quality of life and open up opportunities for their children. What an audacious decision to pack up 
one’s life and head to the other side of the world without ever having laid eyes on one’s destination. It was a 
massive leap of faith, but one that paid off.  

As a first-generation Australian, I am one of those examples of the opportunities in this country. I have always 
been passionate about labour politics, but if I had pursued this path in the UK, would I be a member of 
Parliament by now? I doubt it. The rigid social structures across all parts of British society would have made it 
almost impossible. I do not have any great connections to important people or patrons. However, in Western 
Australia I was able to turn up with lots of enthusiasm, hard work and commitment. I am immensely proud and 
honoured to be elected as a Labor representative to this Parliament. Labor is the party that articulates a fairer, 
more compassionate and inclusive vision of society. It is our oldest political party, started by working people 
with the aim of improving the lives of many, not a few. Labor is also the party with a commitment to promoting 
women. 

I have been lucky to work with some inspirational women in the movement; Carmen Lawrence gave me my first 
job here. Helen Creed, Louise Tarrant, Sue Lines, Carolyn Smith and Kelly Shay are women not willing to 
accept the status quo, but who work hard within the system to make it more inclusive and accessible. To 
Carolyn, Kelly and Pat, the leadership of United Voice, thank you for your support. This responsibility I do not 
take lightly. Mark Reed and Dominic Rose, working with true believers and great young activists has made some 
hard campaigns a lot of fun. I have also learnt a huge amount working with Dave Kelly over the past 10 years. It 
is hard to think of another person in recent history who has done more to promote women into leadership 
positions in the labour movement in WA. I have learnt from Dave to think big, have all my arguments covered 
and never give up. I look forward to continuing our working relationship in Parliament.  

Becoming a Labor member of Parliament is the second greatest thing to come from my involvement in the Labor 
Party. The first is meeting my husband, Steed. In Steed, I have a lot to be thankful for. He introduced me to so 
many of the people whom I have worked with and who have since supported me. But more importantly, he is my 
best friend and greatest supporter. Being the partner of a senior union official is not easy and it takes a special 
kind of person to put up with the ups and downs, the late nights and weekends of work. When I first floated the 
idea of running for a seat in the upper house at the last election, despite our busy family life and already hectic 
work schedules, he did not hesitate; he just said “Go for it. We’re right behind you!” One of the many good 
things to come out of sharing my life with Steed has been sharing our lives with his children, Michael and 
Sophie. It is a pleasure watching you both grow into the young adults you are turning into. You both are the best 
brother and sister to our daughter, Chloe, that I could ever have asked for.  

My daughter, Chloe: I thank you for bringing the sunshine into my life, for making us laugh, bringing us 
together and always reminding me of what is important. People are motivated by different things. My daughter is 
my greatest motivation, and I hope that what I achieve in this role will have a positive influence on her life. 
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One of the biggest challenges I have faced is pursuing a job and a career that I love while being a mum. Doing 
what I love makes me happy and a better parent. I do not subscribe to this idea that somehow women cannot do 
both; that they have to make the hard choices, whereas our male counterparts do not. I will never say that it is 
easy. It is not, and it is not for everyone. But with the right support, it can be done. And for that I have a few 
important people to thank. I thank my parents, Kate and Julian, for their unwavering support and practical help. I 
thank you, Julian, for always treating me as your own, for challenging me and helping me to believe in myself. It 
is not easy being a step-parent but you have given me the best example to follow. My mum, Kate, is always a 
source of comfort and good advice. From her I received my education in feminism and sense of social justice. 
Regardless of how her life has changed, this has never left her. I thank my in-laws, Corrine and Glynn, whose 
constant and steady support of us has been absolutely invaluable. 

Finally, as a new member of Parliament, I take this responsibility seriously and look forward to working with all 
members to achieve the best outcomes for all Western Australians. 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Congratulations. We will just get set up with the little podium and then move to the next 
speaker. 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [2.22 pm]: Obviously, it is with some trepidation that I rise here 
today, but it is also with some excitement in acknowledgement of the challenges ahead. Members, please forgive 
me; I might be a little bit more local and parochial than some in this speech. I would like to touch on a number of 
points today, and I beg your indulgence if I refer to these notes just a little bit, or maybe a lot. 

Firstly, and as is customary, I would like to thank those who have supported me through the long journey to this 
place. It goes without saying that my family has had to put up with me being away for long periods over many 
years. I recognise them in the gallery: my wife, Michelle, my daughter, Bridget, and my sister, Glenda; my son 
is, unfortunately, unable to be here today. My wife deserves special thanks as she is not only a wife and a 
partner, but also my very own adviser, and a worthy one, as she has been in politics for over 16 years, I was 
informed today. She has been around both the state and federal systems, and currently works for the good 
Senator Eggleston, who I also note is here today. Thank you. 

My son, Matthew, must also receive a mention. Being in his late teens through most of those years that I have 
been away, he would always provide very succinct answers when asked for his advice. It consisted of “Er”, 
always issued in that same inaudible tone. He is now, thankfully, fully comprehensible. My nearly 18-year-old 
daughter, Bridget, must also be thanked for her constant advice to me on dress sense. However, much to her 
chagrin, I have been more than a bit of a challenge in that area. 

The rest of my family is represented by Glenda here today. I also must attribute some blame to them for being 
destined to be in politics and Parliament. Unfortunately, our mother has been unwell, so she is unable to travel. I 
say to her that she is the bedrock of our family and our moral compass, and I sincerely thank her for that. I am 
not too sure what our dear old dad would say, but he would always give me the advice of “Sit down, be quiet and 
listen”—very similar to the advice that Mr President gave us—and he would always say that it is better to be 
thought a fool than to say something and be confirmed a fool. So I will take his advice; however, be sure that I 
am listening and, hopefully, learning. 

Mr President, as you reminded us during our induction, we are all a product of the political framework and the 
hard work of those grassroots members who represent our parties, and these people must also be recognised. In 
my case, these are the branches throughout the Mining and Pastoral Region, and particularly my home branch 
and its stalwarts Bruce and Caroline May at Carnarvon. From the Durack and O’Connor divisions, I 
acknowledge Gordon Thomson and Steve Martin as the ever-involved presidents. To all those members who 
travelled to preselection from places like Esperance, Carnarvon, Port Hedland, Broome, Derby and Kununurra 
and journeyed to Perth to preselect candidates, the Liberal Party, and the candidates especially, I owe you a debt 
of gratitude. Also, thank you to Ben Morton and his team at Menzies House. As we have heard a number of 
times, Ben Morton is an extremely talented young man, and if he should ever decide one day to join politics on 
this side, the country will be better for it. I thank you all for your support throughout the years. 

To the lower house team in the Mining and Pastoral Region, a big thank you to Graham Jacobs from Eyre, Tami 
Maitre in North West Central, George Levissianos from the Pilbara and Jenny Bloom from the Kimberley. 
Finally, I would like to make special mention of my friend Melissa Price, who, as a new girl on the block, 
contested the seat of Kalgoorlie, which she won on primary votes, but was unsuccessful after preferences to 
Wendy Duncan, MLA, and I congratulate Wendy in this regard. But mark my words: keep an eye out for 
Melissa in the future. She is an outstanding candidate. Thank you all for running such a dedicated, disciplined 
and on-message campaign because, as we all know in this chamber, a good lower house candidate is one of the 
keys to our election to this place. 
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To my upper house colleagues Hon Ken Baston and Hon Norman Moore, I thank you both for your guidance 
and your wisdom over many years. 

It is arguable—I am not sure he would want this on the record—that Hon Ken Baston is probably more culpable 
than most for my being in this place as he lured me into politics through promises of lots of merriment and fun. I 
thought I was just helping out, making up the numbers sort of thing at various branch and division functions et 
cetera, but eventually the bug bit and the rest is history, as they say. So, a tongue-in-cheek guarded and reserved 
thank you to you, Ken. 

To Hon Norman Moore, I am not going to try to repeat or match the superlatives more eloquently put by others 
on your contribution here, other than to say that having been through two campaigns with you, I have learnt this 
from you: stay calm and relax. But I guess it is easier for him to say that after 36 years here and, I think, about 
eight campaigns than it is for me as a new boy on the block. I thank you also for offering me the opportunity to 
take your counsel whenever I need it—except, I suspect, when you are on the sundeck of a cruise ship in the 
Aegean Sea, but at least you offered. I wish you and Lee well and expect a call from time to time. 

Others worthy of an honourable mention are Hon Ian Laurance, AM, who is also partly guilty for me being here 
before you today. Ian is a former member of the Legislative Assembly, and I was fortunate enough to have 
worked for him when he was the chairman of a government committee. I admire Ian and his ability to get things 
done. I purposefully watched, listened and learned from every move he made, and if only five per cent of that 
has stuck, then I am a lucky man. He also left us a legacy, and it is something that I will always remember when 
things get tough. He would always say that humour is still allowed. I think that is important going forward. As I 
said, Ian is a true gentleman and a professional, and I thank him for taking an interest in my career over a long 
time.  

Last but not least are the constituents of the Mining and Pastoral Region. I acknowledge the trust and 
responsibility afforded me and I pledge to work with them and for them to the best of my ability and endeavours. 
I can assure them that I will be keeping as close to the grassroots as I can, and I ask that they keep me informed 
of the local issues that affect them at all times. I thank them for all their assistance to me in my journey to this 
place. 

I would now like to give a short biography of myself. Again, I understand this is customary, to provide others 
with an insight into my values and my thinking and how these have been formed. For those who remember the 
Australian country music icon Slim Dusty, I am one of his Cunnamulla fellas, having been born in that small 
western Queensland town in 1957. 

As Hon Norman Moore said in his opening remarks in this chamber on Tuesday night, most people think that 
Liberal Party members are all born with a silver spoon in their mouth. Like him, I must confess that I was 
brought up in a most austere and workmanlike way. Whilst I was born in Cunnamulla, I was subsequently raised 
in central Queensland on a farming and cattle property. My father drew by ballot an undeveloped block and we 
basically went in there with an axe and some fencing gear donated to us by relatives. Mum, dad and we four kids 
lived in a shed for many years. My bedroom was a dorm-like arrangement at the back of the shed, with the rest 
of my siblings, brothers, on a dirt floor. I can still remember the day we poured the concrete underneath our 
beds. I also remember skiting at school about how flash we were now that we had a proper floor! 

I attended boarding school in Rockhampton, not because of any blue-blood destiny, but because there was no 
secondary facility in our small rural community, so I basically had to. After completing grade 12, I returned 
home for a stint on the family properties from where I subsequently went as a mature-age student to what is now 
known as Gatton Campus at Queensland University to study in the field of animal production and health. Whilst 
maintaining an interest in farming and later in sheep and cattle properties in the south west of Queensland, I 
started work for the veterinary services branch of the Department of Primary Industries and served in the 
Channel Country of far western Queensland, even living in Birdsville where I think the population then was 
about 34. 

I ended my work at QDPI as the department’s district manager in Mackay in the Proserpine region in 1996. In 
that same year, some 17 years ago now, my family and I moved to Carnarvon with the Western Australian 
Department of Agriculture and Food fulfilling positions including program and regional manager, director and 
more recently as another manager of policy and industry development in the rangelands. Fortunately, the 
rangelands region I have operated in over the years covers most of the Mining and Pastoral Region, except for 
the bit around Yilgarn and Esperance. Obviously, this has allowed me to acquire and develop a keen 
understanding of the issues in the Mining and Pastoral Region. During my professional career, I undertook 
additional studies and completed a master’s degree in applied science in agriculture and rural development, as 
well as completing a couple of post-graduate qualifications in management. 
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In my recent role I have been deeply involved in looking at ways to secure food for our future through the 
investigation and development of new agriculture markets in areas not just in the Ord but also outside the Ord, 
and more broadly within the Mining and Pastoral Region. I will return to this issue later; however, suffice to say 
that it is this backdrop and the reasons that my heart and soul are connected to rural and regional Australia. I 
trust my background and my life experience will provide me with a platform for my new role in this place. 

I would now like to turn to my third point, which is to outline my views on why I am here and, importantly, why 
I am in the Legislative Council and not in the Legislative Assembly. I do not know why but I excelled at social 
studies with near-perfect scores during primary school—the only thing I actually excelled at. For those who 
cannot remember or who did not partake in social studies, it was a compulsory part of the curriculum back then 
and provided to primary-grade students a basic insight into the way our society works and is governed—you 
know, the whole Westminster thing. Sometimes I think this is now sorely missing from the curriculum. That 
aside, I guess I have been a student of government for some time and have always been aware of the role of 
government. Unusually for an ex-Queenslander—members might be aware that Queensland does not have an 
upper house—or perhaps because I grew up in the Joh era, I understand the roles of the various houses and the 
importance to democracy of separation. It is one of the reasons I gravitated to this house, the house of review. I 
clearly see my role here as ensuring that any legislation that passes before us is not restrictive and/or does not 
negatively impact on the constituents of the Mining and Pastoral Region. Conversely, if there is a need for 
positive or proactive legislation that assists and advances the cause of my constituents, and the businesses and 
enterprises within it, I will act to assist such legislation to pass. In my view it is quite simple. 

Fourthly and finally, I must also take this opportunity to admit to be wanting to be part of setting a vision for the 
future of our region, and more generally of WA. I am often accused by my friends and colleagues, some of 
whom are in the public gallery today, of being expansive—an arm-waver and a chaser of dreams. I admit I am, 
but I have learnt to see this as a skill for being able to spot the trends, to connect the fuzzy dots and to see the 
forest for the trees. I want to bring this skill to this place and to this government to help create a vision for the 
future for my region and, more importantly, for how we can lay a pathway to achieve such a vision. 

If we reflect on our role in this place—only six upper house members and five lower house members represent 
electorates in the Mining and Pastoral Region—we can see that we have an incredibly important role to ensure 
that the economic powerhouse of not only this state but also this nation maximises its contribution to our current 
needs and that it continues to be the driver into the future. I was thinking about calling these 11 members 
Ocean’s Eleven but “Oceans to Outback Eleven” is what I will call them. We “Oceans to Outback Eleven” 
members have a special duty and responsibility to ensure that the government does everything possible to 
provide a platform to foster and encourage enterprise and industry in this region. Obviously, this principally 
should be targeted at the oil and gas, mining, fishing, agriculture and tourism industries as a first pass, but there 
are other new and emerging opportunities that we must foster as well, and I want to be deeply involved in being 
a part of achieving this. 

I believe we need to work towards the Premier’s broad vision of engaging with those to the north and to the 
west, and to continue to work on targeted programs to ensure we achieve this vision. I submit, as I said before, 
that I am keen to get on with the job and that I will be pleased to be burdened with this responsibility. 

When I look back on my four years as a member of this place, I will be satisfied only if I can see that there has 
been genuine advancement in our region, and I will be particularly keen to see that there has been concerted 
progress in the areas of — 

• converting the significant amounts of water we are blessed with in the Mining and Pastoral Region 
towards our future food security; 

• significantly streamlining approvals processes for projects within a risk management framework, 
particularly in those industries I mentioned before; 

• establishing a flexible tenure system within the Mining and Pastoral Region’s vast pastoral estate 
that is contemporary and fosters future growth in a range of industries and opportunities that will 
underpin our future; 

• targeting infrastructure that sustains and grows long-term productivity; 

• increasing trade and investment into our region; 

• creating new and diversified industries 

• value-adding to and within our supply chains; and 

• equality in general in our government services to and within the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
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I list these areas because I believe I have some background in these areas and can contribute to these key areas of 
economic development. I know it is dangerous to list these sorts of aspirations within a maiden speech, as it is on 
the record and people will have a wont to use such self-disclosure to haunt oneself in the future. However, I 
believe in setting out a plan, if only for myself, and working to this plan as far as possible along the delivery 
spectrum. It was, however, a little disconcerting to hear, as the venerable Hon Norman Moore said in his 
valedictory speech, that some things take 36 years to achieve and that some of the key activities that he was 
pursuing never got across the line. However, we shall persist.  

It would be remiss of me if I did not mention one more passion that I have and that I must declare. I, too, am a 
states’ rights advocate. I will not go over ground covered by Hon Liz Behjat in her excellent Address-in-Reply 
response to the Governor’s speech, by Hon Norman Moore in his valedictory speech, or by Hon Peter 
Katsambanis in his very eloquent speech yesterday, all of which in part touched on federalism. But suffice to say 
that I believe it is now imperative that we call for a Federation convention to try to restore the original intent of 
competitive federalism. I think I am right in saying that there have been only two Federation conventions. The 
first was obviously the one that was held to establish the original charter of the Federation. In my opinion, it is 
way past time that another convention was held, before we get to a point of no return. I believe there is enough 
concern around the country about our Federation that there will be support for such a convention; and, if we 
make a genuine attempt at it, I think we can claw back some of the creep of centralism that has taken place over 
the years. I will leave it there. But be assured that I, too, am watching that insidious creep of centralism that is 
destroying what was originally intended to be achieved by the Federation.  

In closing, I look forward to working with all members over the next four years, particularly in committees, and I 
congratulate all the new members on joining me in this chamber.  

[Applause.] 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [2.49 pm]: Mr President, may I congratulate you on your 
recent election as President. May I also congratulate Hon Adele Farina on her election as Deputy President.  

I would like to start by acknowledging the staff here in the chamber and in Parliament House. Members may not 
be aware that I had the privilege of working as a staff member at Parliament House in 2009–10. The staff in this 
place are just fantastic, and it is one of the most supportive and friendly work environments I have encountered. I 
look forward to working again with many of the people who were here during that time, and I welcome the new 
staff to the house. I also want to acknowledge my family and friends in the gallery, and those unable to attend 
who are watching via the web. It is wonderful to have you here today.  

My family background has great significance and meaning to me, as it has defined who I am today and is partly 
the reason I find myself in this place. My mother arrived at Fremantle port aboard the ship Ellinis on 6 June 1964 
as an 18-year-old on a journey of adventure to a country she had never been to before and to a family that, 
although related, she had never met before. That would be a brave thing to do even by today’s standards. Well, I 
can tell members that my mother is a brave woman and a great role model to me, my daughter and my nieces, 
and, indeed, to many of the other young women she has met throughout her life. In fact, she and my father have 
always been generous with their time to family and friends, to people less fortunate than themselves and people 
more fortunate than themselves, and to their community of Carnarvon and the greater Gascoyne region in 
general. 

My mother was born at home on the family property in Northern Ireland on the outskirts of a small town called 
Roslea. She was one of seven children, although unfortunately for my mother and her family, three of those 
children did not survive, because they died during their early years. My family faced many adverse times during 
my mother’s childhood due to a number of factors: discrimination according to religious background; a lack of 
freedom; a threat of violence; a lack of opportunity; and, of course, the economy in general in Northern Ireland 
at the time, which was not great, and I am sorry to say we see that occurring again at this time. However, no-one 
could hold down the spirit of the Creighans and the Beggans, and there were many joyous times to be had. 
Stories of my family’s history have been retold many times and are a source of great fun, admiration and 
inspiration to us all. My mother is a brave and strong woman as a result of her close family ties and the integrity 
and dignity that her family had in the face of that adversity.  

My father was born in Subiaco. His family was living in Carnarvon, but because babies could not be delivered at 
Carnarvon Regional Hospital at that time, my grandmother had to travel to Perth to deliver her child. The 
journey via car in 1941 had to be taken over approximately a week. At the age of two weeks, my father was 
flown home with his mother in a Tiger Moth aeroplane, with the journey taken over a period of two days. The 
distances travelled and the remoteness of the north west sometimes seem daunting in 2013, let alone what it must 
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have been like in 1941. These people were truly pioneers, and the region has been built on the back of that 
pioneering spirit.  

Interestingly, when I was due to have my first child, I, too, was living in Carnarvon, and I have to say the 
situation was the same. There was no obstetrician at Carnarvon Regional Hospital; therefore, the expectation was 
that I would have to leave my family and friends, and my home, to have my child in Perth. So, in 1994, I found 
myself in the same situation that my grandmother had found herself in some 53 years earlier. 

My father hails from a hardworking family. My grandparents owned a banana plantation in Carnarvon, and my 
father grew up there, with his three brothers. Later in life, and certainly my first recollections of my 
grandparents, they owned and operated the first commercial laundry in Carnarvon. In later years, they returned to 
the plantation business and also ran a nursery. I spent many happy times with my grandmother in the 
greenhouses of that nursery. She always loved gardening, and, to this day, whenever I go into a greenhouse I feel 
relaxed and have a sense of peace and serenity as a result of the times I spent with her in the nursery.  

My grandfather was also a very community-minded man. He was the founder of the Gascoyne Research Station; 
he was a shire councillor for the Shire of Carnarvon; and he was made a freeman of the town of Carnarvon in 
1991. He loved football and was for many years the trainer of the East Carnarvon Football Club. That was the 
only Indigenous club in the Gascoyne region, and to this day I think he was the only white man ever allowed into 
their clubrooms for a long period of time. My father is the oldest of four boys, so the expectations on him to 
carry responsibility were there from an early age.  

I have been extremely lucky in my life to have had close relationships with my extended family. Even though 
many of them lived overseas, my parents always ensured that my brother and I engaged in family goings-on. 
Through the guidance of my mum and dad, my brother and I are knowledgeable about our family history and 
have a much defined sense of who we are and where we come from. I think it is so important for children and 
families to understand where they fit in the world. To me, this is a starting point to base myself on. As we all 
know, without a defined starting point, it is hard to know what direction to take. This became very clear to me 
when my grandfather, Herbert Day, passed away at 1.00 am on 15 December 1995. The ties of family ran deep 
for me on that night. My grandfather had been there in the first throes of my father’s life. It was a poignant 
moment for me when I, his granddaughter, was there in the final throes of his life to comfort him. The legacy 
that he left and the ties that bind us all were crystal clear to me in that moment. I have tried to teach my own 
children the value of the relationships they build within their families and with their friends and how important it 
is to know their history, so that at the end of the day they can go forward with a great deal of confidence in who 
they are.  
After arriving in Perth and spending some months here, my mother commenced her trip around Australia and 
found herself in Carnarvon in 1965. My parents were married on 12 February 1966. I can recall my grandmother 
telling me that one day my dad came home and told her that he was getting married. She was quite astounded, 
because she had never met his apparent girlfriend at that time, so she asked him, “Well, who to, and what is her 
name?” to which he replied, “I don’t know her name yet, but I am going to marry her.” My dad denies this story, 
but I can tell members that it was the start of a great partnership. I was born at Carnarvon Regional Hospital on 
22 February 1968, the youngest child of Tom and Margaret Day. I grew up with my older brother, Mark, in 
Carnarvon as part of a busy, young, industrious family. Throughout most of my childhood my parents owned 
and operated a transport company called Day’s Transport. This business started with one truck and my dad as the 
only driver, servicing the plantations on the banks of the Gascoyne River. Day’s Transport expanded in 1968 
when my parents purchased a transport yard and built a house on the outskirts of town in Boor Street, Carnarvon. 
The business expanded at a rapid rate. Day’s Transport also became the fuel distributor for BP Australia and 
commenced servicing the outer-lying pastoral stations of the Gascoyne region via a weekly mail run. The first 
fuel order received was for Yalardy station and was for 44 drums of fuel. My parents worked hard, and at the 
time of selling the business in 1984, Day’s Transport was selling 30 million litres of fuel throughout the wider 
Gascoyne region. The mailman was a welcome sight on many pastoral stations, as sometimes he could be the 
only visitor in a week or two and was a lifeline to the outside world for many supplies.  
As well as spending time building the family business, my parents were involved in the local community, with 
both serving on many boards and committees. Both my parents were also heavily involved in my brother’s and 
my sporting pursuits and, in my case, my drama pursuits. During this time my father also served as a shire 
councillor at the Shire of Carnarvon for 10 years. He was also the shire president from 1989 to 1995, and, like 
his father, was awarded a freeman of the town in 1996. All of my parents’ individual pursuits have also been 
family pursuits; it has always been a joint effort. The thing I recall most from my childhood is that my mum and 
dad took my brother and me everywhere. There was nothing we were not able to attend, including the Winning 
races, the Gascoyne Junction races, cricket matches on the RFDS strips on many different stations throughout 
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the region, and camping at Main Roads camps when my dad worked there. To this day, the sound of a truck 
loading up at 4.00 am for a big trip brings me much comfort.  
Out on Boor Street we were a long way from town. The only other people out there were the local Ingada people, 
who lived across the road in camps and makeshift houses. We had the only phone in the street. It was not a 
street, really; it was a dirt road, actually. I made a lot of friends on that dirt road, and one in particular, whom I 
will not name as I do not have her permission to do so. She and I were great friends; however, circumstances 
separated us when I moved to boarding school in my later years of schooling, and our lives took different turns. 
Mine was filled with opportunity; I am not sure that hers was. But fundamentally we were the same people when 
we were young kids at home. She is an Indigenous person and society definitely dealt her a different hand from 
the one it dealt me, even though it did not know me any better than it knew her. The endemic negative 
Indigenous issues we face in our communities are something I passionately want to change. I am extremely 
proud of the Indigenous heritage that emanates from the Gascoyne region. I highly regard Indigenous culture and 
spirituality, and I want to get to the day when all of society understands and values our Indigenous heritage. Boor 
Street was a long way from school, let alone from decision makers in Perth or local members of Parliament. I am 
not sure anyone in any authority really thought anything about what was occurring on Boor Street. That is my 
reflective childhood thought, anyway.  
I attended St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School in Carnarvon until I moved as a boarder to St Brigid’s 
College in Lesmurdie to complete my schooling. I also attended the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts to study media journalism. I travelled quite extensively throughout my early 20s, and upon returning from 
one trip in 1991 I moved home to Carnarvon as I had no job, no money and nowhere to live, so home to mum 
and dad I went. I later married and had my three children whilst living in Carnarvon, although, as I alluded to 
earlier, my first child, Jackson, was born in Geraldton after a very harrowing RFDS trip.  
When I made the decision to return to work, I moved into a part-time role with Centrelink in Carnarvon. At that 
time it was the Department of Social Security. This was a complete eye-opener for me. I had never received 
income support payments and had actually, I am ashamed to say today, never thought much about people who 
did. I have to tell members that this was one of the greatest and most rewarding jobs I have ever had. Many 
people on income support payments are in situations about which I would say to anyone here, “There but for the 
grace of God go I.” I met many fantastic people, some of whom I am still friends with today. When people think 
of income support, they think of people on unemployment benefits. Somehow, mainstream society tends to think 
that people on income support actually choose to be there, but I found that in the majority of cases that is simply 
not the case. Income support and welfare agencies are so much more than that. I visited people who were 
terminally ill, people who had just had babies, people whose family members had just died, people who had been 
affected by natural disasters, people who through no fault of their own were victims of violent crimes and 
dysfunctional families, people who had mental health and intellectual disabilities, and people who just wanted to 
get their lives back on track. I can say that many of them did. There were definitely stressful times, as members 
would expect when dealing with people who are often at their wits’ end with no other place to turn. On the 
whole, most people struggled with their issues everyday with an aim to improve their circumstances, and rather 
than diminish my faith in humanity, it increased the degree of inspiration I felt from the actions of many. Many 
of these people, without opportunities having been provided to them during their childhood, do try to make the 
most of it and are trying the best they know how to etch out a happy life for themselves and their families. That, 
members, is definitely something to aspire to. During my time at Centrelink Carnarvon I was part of the 
statewide leadership team that delivered the new family tax benefit policy to Western Australia. The Carnarvon 
office at that time was also delivering support to the communities of Karratha, Port Hedland, Newman and 
Northam and surrounding districts. I travelled extensively to these areas. I am really proud to say that I think we 
changed the service delivery model of income support in a very positive way. The people who work for 
Centrelink today, or in fact any welfare agency, continue to face difficult circumstances; however, they achieve 
many great outcomes for the people they aim to assist, which unfortunately never get reported by the media at 
least.  

After this period, I worked for the Shire of Carnarvon in local government as manager of the Carnarvon Civic 
Centre. It was at this time that I became increasingly frustrated with government at all levels. The support of 
government seemed very remote to me, and I could not understand how we had got to the point at which we 
could not replace a light in the theatre because there were no funds to do so. What I knew was that I was trying 
to deliver a community service with limited funds, and that the local government was relentlessly under pressure 
and with no apparent support from state or federal governments at any level. Members may not be aware that I 
have known Hon Col Holt for some 20 years. In 2007 he visited my home in Carnarvon. It was during a 
conversation I had with him about my increasing frustration about the lack of support for my community that he 
suggested I should meet Brendon Grylls and listen to what the Nationals WA had to say about a program called 
royalties for regions. I come from quite a political family, so my involvement in politics goes back to my 
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parents’ involvement, as Hon Ken Baston will attest to. At this time I was very negative about politics and 
indeed the general concept of government because I felt I had not witnessed the degree of support that I thought 
communities above the twenty-sixth parallel deserved, and this was in fact reflected in many regional towns and 
communities across the state. In the early 1990s my mother was actually the divisional president of the 
Kalgoorlie division of the Liberal Party. My parents had been members of the Liberal Party; however, after a 
period of disillusionment, their involvement waned as did mine. My mother also ran for the seat of Gascoyne for 
the National Party under the leadership of Hendy Cowan. Although it was a hard-fought campaign, at that time 
the Nationals were not quite ready to be a truly regional party, as it was still quite firmly based in the wheatbelt 
and it would be some time before that changed. 

I go back to 2007 when Col Holt suggested to me that I needed to meet Brendon Grylls and listen to what he 
thought royalties for regions could do for Carnarvon. I can tell members that at that time my response was very 
negative. I said, “Who is he and why would I want to do that?” I have very much changed my views since then. 
It is hard for me to imagine now that I would have thought that. I was a very engaged member of my community; 
I served on volunteer boards and I was across local issues. I knew about local government and I had worked in 
local government but I had never heard of Brendon Grylls or royalties for regions. It is a testament to Brendon 
Grylls and the Nationals WA that today I think everybody in regional Western Australia knows and understands 
who the Nationals WA are and what they stand for. Once I met Brendon, I could not ignore the fact that I 
thought they were onto something. Once I heard about the concept of royalties for regions, I could not 
understand why a person living in regional WA at the time would not vote for the Nationals. I believed that only 
one party was listening to me and, as I said before, Parliament and decision making was a long way from my 
door, but all of a sudden here it was. 

My family and I knew that this was something we just had to become involved in, and so my father ran for the 
seat of North West for the Nationals in 2008 against Vince Catania. It was a hard-fought campaign, one in which 
my entire family and friends were involved. We did not win the seat; however, we gained much support and we 
watched the count for about a week and, as history records, Vince won that seat from my father. There is no 
doubt that the resonating message of royalties for regions had begun. Obviously, Vince Catania joined the 
Nationals WA in 2009 and I have to say that he is a great advocate for the people of the north west and it is a 
great pleasure to work with him. 

So, 2007 began my interest in believing that someone somewhere in government actually believed that where I 
lived mattered. Prior to that, it really just was not happening. Today I see revived communities across the state of 
Western Australia as a direct result of royalties for regions and the Nationals in government. When I travel 
throughout the extensive Mining and Pastoral Region, everywhere I go I see the benefits of royalties for regions. 
I see how people’s lives have been enriched as a result of investment in their communities. There is a definite 
cultural mind shift in residents in country towns all across the state. There is a degree of confidence, there is 
happiness and there is belief that regional communities will continue to grow and be looked after. That is what I 
think royalties for regions is really about—it is about the people who chose to live, work and invest their money, 
families and legacies in those towns that they call home. I can tell members that nowhere I ever came from 
mattered more than it does now. I am very proud of my home town of Carnarvon, the amazing, intelligent and 
generous friends I have throughout the region of the north west, and the fact that where we come from finally 
counts. 

I take this opportunity to thank the Nationals WA state campaign team. This group of people worked tirelessly to 
assist all candidates within our team. As we all know, election campaigns can be stressful. However, the support 
I received as a candidate was outstanding. I have no doubt that the success that the Nationals WA achieved at 
this election was due in no small part to the efforts of those people and I thank them sincerely. I want to 
particularly thank the branches of Carnarvon, Karratha, Newman, Esperance, Kalgoorlie and Port Hedland. We 
had a wonderful campaign throughout the mining and pastoral electorate, all as a result of the hard work of those 
people. I also wish to thank all those people who voted for the Nationals WA. It is a truly humbling experience 
to be here representing you today and I give my 100 per cent commitment that I will do all I can to represent you 
well. I must individually thank Hon Martin Aldridge; Mia Davies, the member for Central Wheatbelt; and Clare 
Creegan for their tireless guidance, incredible professionalism and friendship over the past five years. I must 
single out, however, Hon Col Holt and Hon Brendon Grylls. These two people are just simply amazing; they 
have both individually made a massive contribution to the Nationals WA. I thank you for your support to me 
personally and I thank you for seeing something in me that at times I was not sure was there myself. I, and the 
people of regional Western Australia, owe you a debt of great gratitude. 

Finally, I wish to thank my family—those present here in the chamber and those watching via the web. I cannot 
do this without you. To my children, Jackson, Ben and Sarah, thank you for always committing although not 
always understanding. I know it can be tough and really tiresome listening to me talk about politics. What I 
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know now is that my children, before they even know it themselves, are working for their communities trying to 
achieve something better, and that I think is my greatest achievement as their mother. To my brother Mark and 
his family—Liza, Liam, Emma, Melissa and Cameron—you are truly a great support to me and I love you 
dearly. To my friends at home who have handed out how-to-vote cards, filled the room for political functions 
and allowed me to vent, laugh and cry, thank you. To my mum and dad, what can I say? It all began with you. I 
love you and this one’s for you. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

The PRESIDENT: Congratulations. Members, the question is that the motion be agreed to. I give the call to 
Hon Darren West, and once again I remind members that this is an inaugural speech and the usual courtesies 
should follow. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [3.09 pm]: Thank you, Mr President and honourable members. I am 
indeed privileged to be here. Only 95 members of Parliament represent the social, geographic and economic 
diversity of views and characters in a state that is nine times bigger than Texas. I acknowledge the former 
members of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly and their good work, and I also acknowledge 
the traditional owners, the Noongar people, and pay my respects to elders past and present. I congratulate you, 
Mr President, upon your appointment, and other members upon their election, and I look forward to working in 
the institution that is the Western Australian Parliament. I give sincere thanks to all staff in the Council, the 
refreshment areas, even the outdoor staff, and those who have answered my several dumb questions on what has 
been a steep learning curve. I look forward to working up a strong relationship with you all as well.  

I was born in Edenhope, a small country town in western Victoria, not far from where Bob Hawke was born, and 
moved to the midwest, near Geraldton, as a toddler when my parents started out farming at East Chapman with 
$20 000 and a ute. I attended primary school in Geraldton until attending boarding school in Perth. I obtained a 
music scholarship and went there as an 11-year-old, which was very difficult as I was rather a small boy. I had a 
smart mouth and I sang in the choir. I learned some very sound survival instincts at Guildford Grammar School. 
Later, after we sold the property in Geraldton, we moved back to Victoria to a farm not far from where my father 
grew up. During this time my father was diagnosed with degenerative heart disease and subsequently received 
the ultimate gift of life—a heart transplant. Ten years later we came back to Western Australia for good, 
purchasing Loughmore at Jennacubbine in the WA wheatbelt with my father, Howard, and mother, Lyn. I 
decided to go farming and give up a career and university. I probably would have ended up in the mining 
industry and might have been sitting on the other side with you guys! 

Hon Michael Mischin: It’s not too late! 

Hon DARREN WEST: It is far too late! 

Not so long after this Lesley and I married, and the children arrived soon after; our first child, Madeleine, arrived 
on this very day 18 years ago. This beautiful young woman is studying law at the University of Western 
Australia, speaks fluent French and plays piano like an angel. As you can tell, I am more than happy to have my 
inaugural speech rate as the second most important event in our family today. Happy birthday, princess. Dylan 
breezes through school at Aquinas College—Mr Sawle asked me to mention Aquinas today!—and consistently 
knocks out batsmen’s stumps. He spends much of his time studying the physics of reverse swing—best figures: 
four for one. He can fill our house with Hendrix riffs; it is great. He is my new best mate. Tragically, our third 
child was taken from us as a result of complications at birth. To us, the first star seen in the night sky is always 
known as “Cooper’s star”. At around this time I also lost my father, who had the strongest influence on me; he 
taught me to never give up and that there is always a way. He was my best mate. He was tough in every sense of 
the word, having survived leukaemia and his heart transplant. We were blessed to have an extra 13 years with 
this great man. It was a difficult time for all of the family when he passed and I learnt firsthand the difficulties of 
the farming business and keeping a family together, both of which he did very successfully.  

I had the honour of being appointed chair of the Wheatbelt Development Commission for six years, and I am 
very proud to have been appointed by both Labor and Liberal–National governments. This was a most fruitful 
time for me as I learnt about what makes the wheatbelt work. This allowed me to spend time with its amazing 
people and it exposed me to an amazing group of like-minded people who made up the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission board. They had a broad range of skills and ideas and were able to lift the profile and the public 
perception of the commission during this time. I was also the chair when royalties for regions started. It was 
great for country areas and we had to adapt to meet the new funding requirements. I was also exposed to the 
machinery of government and the associated bureaucracy, who I did not find to be all paper shufflers but, rather, 
a steadying influence on a young chair who wanted to fix the wheatbelt now! I was fortunate to be able to forge 
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some strong working relationships and friendships during this time and I picked up a lot of good information on 
the way.  

I have had strong involvement in education. I chaired the school board at Sacred Heart Catholic School. The 
Building the Education Revolution grant, despite all its — 

Hon Liz Behjat: Faults. 

Hon DARREN WEST: No; there was a lot of talk about the BER grant, but for us it was great. We rebuilt our 
little school and ensured its future. Enrolments have risen, resources are better and staff want to teach there. It 
has been fantastic for the school. After that I went on to be CEO of the School Resources Committee, which 
allocates over $700 million to WA Catholic schools and I learnt a lot. A quality education can never be taken 
away, and it is my view that we are not doing enough in Australia’s wealthiest state to address the inequity in 
education. Western Australia should embrace the opportunities the Gonski review provides and the associated 
federal funding model that will come with it. 

I have always been drawn to the values of the Australian Labor Party, and as a legislator I will fight for those 
values in this Parliament. Equality, fairness and equal opportunity for all, regardless of postcode, race or social 
standing are important to me. We need to support our working people and ensure that they can hold aspiration 
and hope. Australia is powered by its workers. Similarly, WA appears to be the only state in the commonwealth 
not to care about the gross inequities in funding for those with disabilities by stonewalling the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. It is way time that we gave the less fortunate a hand up to maximise the enormous 
potential of all Western Australians.  

I would hope that in my time in this Parliament it has the courage and the energy to deal with issues such as 
voluntary euthanasia, an issue that I feel most strongly about. It is now the year 2013; there is a better way. 

The Agricultural Region is rather large and has around 90 000 voters. The region extends from Kalbarri to 
Bremer Bay, and as the lone Labor member I look forward to the enormous challenge that lies ahead. I thank the 
voters for their confidence in me and the WA Labor state executive for endorsing me into this position. Special 
thanks to the four lower house candidates in the Agricultural Region, Kathryn in Geraldton, Peter in Moore, John 
in Central Wheatbelt and Josh in Wagin, for working as hard as they did against the odds. We were outspent 10 
to one in these seats in real conservative country. These people are true believers indeed, and I thank them for 
their unwavering support of Australia’s oldest political party and what it stands for. We had a great time during 
the campaign and it was a great team. Thanks to all supporters and members for your help. Sadly, I also 
experienced firsthand appalling behaviour during the election campaign, with the recording of voice messages 
and their subsequent circulation to the media. I understand that the gloves come off during an election campaign, 
but the fight should be fair. I was extraordinarily disappointed and no apology has ever been forwarded.  

It is well documented that the agricultural sector faces significant challenges, the like of which we have not seen 
since the 1930s. It is tough on the business but even tougher on its people. I applaud the federal government for 
acknowledging this and offering some meaningful help. Why is our state government not doing the same? The 
token effort those opposite have put forward is a kick in the guts to a strongly supportive community.  

I would not have this opportunity without the unwavering support of my amazing wife and business partner, 
Lesley, who has been the cornerstone of my journey so far; also my mum and business partner, Lyn, and my 
sisters, Helen and Jennifer, along with their husbands, Greg and Rob, and my in-laws, Barry and Terri 
Chattaway, who have supported me all the way. I have enjoyed information and advice from a great many 
people. Thanks so much to Kim Chance, Geoff Gallop, Eric Ripper, Alannah MacTiernan, Mark McGowan and 
the many other MPs who have mentored me, taken innumerable phone calls and offered good advice. Thanks 
also to John Halden, Ruth Webber, Bill Johnston, Sally Talbot, Simon Mead and Lenda Oshalem at the party 
office who have taught me much about the behind-the-scenes business of party politics. I would especially like 
to thank Tanya and Kristian, David and Roslyn, Daine and Lisa, and Paul Tomlinson, along with several other 
family members and friends for the hours of discussion and their street wisdom. 

I am a very fortunate Western Australian. It is my view that everyone should be afforded the opportunities I 
have. Our farm business is growing very well; we no longer have the $20 000, but we still have the ute! I have 
had a look around the world and spent a year in the US on a scholarship; there is truly nowhere else like here. I 
look forward to working extremely hard with my Labor colleagues. We are the light on the hill and the voice of 
those without one. There is enough for everyone in Western Australia and I find it impossible to condone the 
allocation of hideous wealth to some and poverty to others. This needs to change. We are the ones who have the 
job and we need to do it as a collective. We must never give up when the going gets tough. I am proudly driven 
not by what I can be, but how I can help others. I look forward to the next four years. We have an obligation to 
future generations to leave the place better than we found it. 
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[Applause.] 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.19 pm]: It is with pleasure 
that I start my speech again, after some magnificent first speeches. I would like to congratulate all the members 
who have just delivered their first address in this place—Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson, Hon Mark Lewis, Hon 
Jacqui Boydell and Hon Darren West.  

I had been saying that this is a special time in the house. As I said, I am happy that the loved ones and families of 
the new members are here to listen and enjoy their maiden speeches, because it will be the last time they do! 
From now on their dinner tables, barbecues, functions and parties will be nothing but politics! They will try to go 
undercover to a social event where people do not know them and not tell people who they are, just so they can be 
treated normally for a change. But that will not last long; the secret will get out and the barbecue conversation 
will turn to politics. They will be responsible for everything that went wrong in the past and will in the future. 
Whether it was a federal, state or local government issue and whether it was a Labor, Liberal or Green idea, they 
will cop it! So enjoy this pleasant time. 

I was also reflecting on Hon Norman Moore’s time in this place, and I will finish that off by saying it has been 
an honour to have been able to spend some time with him in this chamber. As I said, Norman will be feeling the 
same way we all felt when we first came into this place, but this is his time to experience life outside Parliament 
and beyond the walls of politics. I know he will not stray far—politics is always in our lives—but hopefully he 
will now enjoy a lazy morning and a cup of tea, and read the paper and have a laugh that it is not him in the 
cartoon this time; hopefully it will not be one of us! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: He was here yesterday.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Hon Norman Moore cannot stay away! Now is his time to go and enjoy life after 
politics. Life is about challenges, and Hon Norman Moore’s challenge now is to live his life outside politics. I 
wish him all the best, and I hope the biggest thing he gains from this is happiness, and he gets to spend a lot of 
precious time with his family because they are the ones have who missed out during the 36 years he spent in this 
place.  

Last week, Hon Simon O’Brien made a fantastic contribution to the Address-in-Reply. He spoke about an iconic 
town in his region that we all know—Fremantle. He spoke about how the retail sector in Fremantle is suffering, 
and that a lot of the big retailers have moved out. He said that the heartbeat of Fremantle is in danger, and that he 
is looking at ways to redevelop Fremantle to bring back business and revitalise it. I encourage him to do that 
because I was very lucky to become a member for East Metropolitan Region where the Midland Redevelopment 
Authority exists—now the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority. It, along with the City of Swan and the Swan 
Chamber of Commerce, has put the heartbeat back into Midland and brought back retail; I am afraid that that is 
maybe where some of Fremantle’s retailers have gone, Hon Simon O’Brien. They moved from Fremantle to 
Midland, knowing that that is the place to be in the metropolitan region.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: They’re certainly lost then, aren’t they? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Midland is the up-and-coming town centre for the metropolitan area; I often call it 
the “Subiaco of the future”. One day all members will come and enjoy coffee on the strip along The Crescent in 
Midland, I am sure—I will invite Hon Simon O’Brien along! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: They are doing a great job out there.  
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I thank Hon Simon O’Brien. 

As Hon Simon O’Brien mentioned, he has a great working relationship with the City of Fremantle; I also have 
one with the City of Swan. I make special mention of the chief executive officer, Mike Foley, and the mayor, 
Charlie Zannino; their passion for Midland is second to none, and their understanding of how to work with state 
government and at the community level to get the best for the region is absolutely commendable. They worked 
very hard with the business community and other people in the community to make sure that a redevelopment 
authority was brought into Midland. I thank them for that and the working relationship we have had in the past 
four years; I hope that continues for at least another four.  

Another of the bodies responsible for fighting for a Midland Redevelopment Authority was the Swan Chamber 
of Commerce. Many in this place know about my relationship with the Swan Chamber of Commerce, but it goes 
without saying that it is a very professional body that should be applauded; I know it is highly recognised by 
members on both sides of the chamber for its professionalism and dedication to the fight for what is best for 
Midland and its business community.  

The Midland of today is a far cry from what it was 10 years ago. My first part-time job during my school years 
was in Midland, as was my first full-time employment. I started my first business in Midland, and, believe it or 
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not, my electorate office is now on the same site—some anchor at that property keeps pulling me back for some 
reason! Midland has come a long way in the past 20 years through redevelopment. The high-rise apartments and 
inner-city living style in Midland has turned it around. For example, my office is on the ground level of a four-
storey apartment building, and there are a number along Keane Street and The Crescent. That has enabled 
Midland to be vibrant after 5.00 pm. It used to be that everyone would leave work at 5.00 pm and go home; there 
would be nobody on the streets of Midland, so there was no reason for a coffee shop or a restaurant to stay open. 
As we know, as the streets empty, undesirables come in and the streets become unsafe. This inner-city living has 
created foot traffic after five o’clock, which has meant restaurants, takeaway services, cafes and local pubs are 
staying open; people are now walking around the streets and stopping in for dinner, a coffee or a drink on the 
way home, which, in turn, enables other retail outlets to pick up passing traffic. It is a bit like the chicken and the 
egg: the people need to be there first to make the businesses and retail sector viable, so then people want to 
invest in the town. But first we need people to live there, and people do not want to live there unless they have 
somewhere to shop or to eat. The Midland Redevelopment Authority, City of Swan and Swan Chamber of 
Commerce took a great risk in getting the development going; they encouraged people to come and invest in the 
future of Midland, and it is now starting to work and they are now starting to reap the rewards.  

The foot traffic, as I said, also makes the streets of Midland safer after five o’clock. We all do long hours, and 
my street used to be quite busy, but after 7.00 pm local people would jump into shopping trolleys and have a 
little personal rally race competition up and down the street. I make special mention of the east metropolitan 
police, who are based next door. They have taken that on board and increased their presence around the centre of 
Midland and on the way to Midland train station, which has generally been an area to be avoided after 5.00 pm. 
With the help of the police and the redevelopment of the town centre, Midland is becoming a better, safer and 
enjoyable place to live. I honestly believe the people who live in and around Midland now enjoy it, and welcome 
the change.  
That they have welcomed the change so much, I believe, was reflected in their vote on 9 March at the recent 
state election, when the people of Midland voted, for the very first time, for a Liberal candidate to be their 
member of Parliament. We had a very amazing, energetic and enthusiastic man run for our seat of Midland in 
Daniel Parasiliti, and I put on the record his amazing work, passion and never-say-die attitude. I actually 
wondered whether we were ever going to be able to keep up with him during the election. I have never seen 
someone doorknock so fast at so many homes! He used to run between the doors, even with a backpack filled 
with his paraphernalia as he was doorknocking. As he was running from one house to the other, a couple of 
gentlemen came out and started chasing him.  

Hon Jim Chown: They thought he was the sitting member, obviously! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: No, no! They looked at him and recognised him, so they said, “Are you the young 
man running for the Liberal Party for Midland?” He said, “Yes, I am.” “They said, “Some words of advice—
don’t run in the streets of Midland or we’ll think you’re robbing a house!” They stopped chasing him and had a 
good chat. We have quite a few good stories about Daniel, but his dedication and his—I cannot think of the right 
word—commitment to the people of Midland and the community is outstanding. He continues to work in the 
community as he is a local physiotherapist; he works with the Guildford Grammar football team as its 
physiotherapist; he is on the PCYC board; and he trains people in kickboxing out at Koongamia. Even though, 
sadly, he was not elected as the member for Midland, he will continue his work in the community.  

It was outstanding that for the first time in history more people in the community voted for a Liberal candidate. 
Midland has been held by the Labor Party since 1996, but this time people voted very strongly in favour of the 
Liberal candidate, with 9 362 votes for Daniel Parasiliti as opposed to the sitting member’s count of only 8 489 
votes. That is a difference of 873 votes; the local community of Midland preferred Daniel Parasiliti over its 
sitting member. I can only hope that the sitting member now realises her community wants change and is not 
happy, and that she takes that up and steps up and looks after them over the next four years. Until we are able to 
get in Daniel Parasiliti as our member for Midland, I will continue to represent the very worthy people of 
Midland as best I can. For example, members may recall in my first speech to this place, but also in a couple of 
others, I spoke of a need for a university in Midland. It was a very proud day in February when the Premier came 
out and announced that this government will support a university site at the old Midland railway workshops. 
When it was announced, a few bottles of champagne were cracked. I, unfortunately, had to keep on working. I 
received a couple of phone calls from businesses in the area which were celebrating and which, some of them 
told me, had been working for nearly 20 years to attract a tertiary education facility of some kind to Midland.  

Hon Sue Ellery: Since the last time Colin Barnett promised it.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: At least this government acknowledges that Midland deserves a university. I have 
not seen any representation or work from the other side to try to get a university for the people of Midland. The 
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people in Midland and the surrounding area deserve a university. As I have heard so many times, students in the 
East Metropolitan Region have to catch a bus, a train and then a bus to get to a university. Sometimes it takes 
them three hours to get there and back. That is not very encouraging for getting people into tertiary education. I 
applaud the Premier and the Minister for Education, who came out on that day and announced our $22 million 
commitment to constructing the facility at the old Midland railway workshops site. The Premier and the Minister 
for Education are working with Curtin University to see that happen. I promise the members in this house and 
the people of Midland and the East Metropolitan Region that I will make sure they keep their promise and we 
see a university for Midland.  

Another issue that I have raised in this house is the Perth–Darwin highway. I am sick and tired of seeing the 
name Swan Valley bypass. I have tried to correct those more educated than I, but it does not seem to get through, 
especially to the media. The Swan Valley is a fantastic tourism destination and “bypass” should never be next to 
it. It should be the Perth–Darwin highway stage 1, or stage 2—whatever it is that we are about to build. 

Hon Jim Chown: Gateway to the Swan Valley.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It is not going to the Swan Valley, Hon Jim Chown. It is taking heavy haulage 
vehicles and trucks off the roads of our fantastic tourism destination, the Swan Valley, as Hon Jim Chown, as 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport, well knows.  

Hon Jim Chown: I stand corrected.  
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It is designed to alleviate the impact of heavy haulage vehicles through our fantastic 
tourism destination of the Swan Valley by getting them off Great Northern Highway and onto Tonkin Highway. 
Obviously, we will need to build a new interchange to align Tonkin Highway with the new Perth–Darwin 
highway—please get that right: Perth–Darwin highway—which will go around the back of Ellenbrook to 
Muchea. The reasons for the need to build the new highway are many. I have spoken about it many times in this 
house, so members here are sick and tired of hearing my truck stories.  

Hon Jim Chown: No; never! 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: As members all know, I have taken two trips—in a heavy haulage truck and a road 
train—one to Tom Price and one to Karratha. It is vitally important to get these trucks out of built-up areas so 
that it is safe for the truck drivers and safe for our general motorists. I am pleased the Minister for Transport, 
Hon Troy Buswell, knows and understands that. I am also pleased that at long last the federal government has 
acknowledged that. I know how many times I wrote to Hon Simon O’Brien when he was Minister for Transport 
and to Hon Troy Buswell. I know also how many times they wrote to the federal government asking for 
assistance. I was delighted when I saw the federal government had committed $400 million to get the Perth–
Darwin highway up and running. I will keep this house informed, as I am sure will our parliamentary secretary, 
of the progress of the Perth–Darwin highway. As I will for the university, I will continue to keep on that pressure 
to make sure it is delivered as soon as possible.  

One of the other great events I went to in February, prior to the election, was the opening of the brand new 
Governor Stirling Senior High School. Hon Donna Faragher had been working long and hard on that even before 
I entered Parliament. It was unfortunate that she was unable to attend the opening, but she was about to give 
birth to her beautiful new baby boy, so I made sure she was represented. I and candidate Daniel Parasiliti 
attended and Hon Peter Collier and Hon Colin Barnett were also there. They came out to Midland and the East 
Metropolitan Region quite a lot during the lead-up to the election.  

Hon Peter Collier: It was my second home! 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It was.  
Hon Sue Ellery: You had the candidate at the school opening; is that correct?  
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: He was there because he is part of the local community and was invited as a 
community representative.  
Hon Sue Ellery: He wasn’t there as a candidate.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: No. He was not even acknowledged as the candidate, Hon Sue Ellery; he went along 
as a community member. As I outlined earlier, he is a strong community member involved in the police and 
community youth centre, and with Guildford Grammar, and that is how he got his invitation. As Hon Sue Ellery 
may know, the students of Governor Stirling Senior High School shared the Guildford Grammar school site 
during construction of their new school. Daniel knows a lot of the students and parents. As well as coaching 
them in football, he did physio work with them. He was invited in his own individual right because he is a highly 
regarded member of the local community in Midland. Yes, we were all there. We were very happy to see this 
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fantastic brand-new Governor Stirling Senior High School opened. The amount of $63 million was spent on this 
public high school.  

Hon Peter Collier: Sensational.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Hon Peter Collier, it is nothing like the school I attended, although it was a little 
while ago. If my school had been like Governor Stirling is now, I think I would have turned up more often! It is 
second to none; it is a two-storey building with commercial-grade kitchens, a fantastic science area and what we 
called back then a manufacturing area. I do not know what it is called now.  

Hon Peter Collier: Design and technology.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The students seem to love their brand-new school, but, more importantly, so do the 
teachers. They are overwhelmed with the room, the space and the view. For those who do not know, the location 
of Governor Stirling high school is right on the Swan River. As parliamentary secretary for tourism, I might have 
considered the site could have been better used for a hotel, but I am sure the Minister for Education would have 
fought us on that! There are fantastic views of the Swan River and our natural bushland. It will be a delight for 
students to go to school there. The school currently has 600 students from years 8 to 12, and can accommodate 
up to 1 000 students. As I said, it was $63 million well spent on this fantastic public school. 

Quite a few other commitments have been made to the East Metropolitan Region, and I would like to address a 
number of them. As most members here know, I live in Ellenbrook. Gnangara Road has been a bugbear of my 
life for quite some time, but the fantastic member for Swan Hills, Frank Alban, who had Ellenbrook in his 
electorate, had been raising the need to dual Gnangara Road, along with Hon Donna Faragher and me. Members 
need to understand that it is not the population of Ellenbrook that has increased the traffic on Gnangara Road. 
When I go home up Lord Street, we are stuck trying to get across the roundabout into Ellenbrook because of all 
the traffic going west. I do not know where it is going. I do not know whether it is going to the Vines, to 
Bullsbrook or to Midland, but all the people on the west coast are using Gnangara Road as their main—I do not 
know — 
Hon Jim Chown: Arterial road. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Yes, their route through. I am not sure why they are not using Reid Highway or 
Tonkin Highway. Members need to realise that Gnangara Road is a local government road, so it is the 
responsibility of the City of Swan. However, because Frank Alban had worked extremely hard on raising this 
matter, as did our candidate for West Swan, Natasha Cheung, we have announced a figure of $14 million to dual 
Gnangara Road. Paul Miles, the member for Wanneroo, worked with his local government, the City of 
Wanneroo, and got Ocean Reef Road, as it is now called, dualled up to Alexander Drive, so now when people go 
along Ocean Reef Road and hit Alexander Drive, they hit Gnangara Road, which is a single lane. We really need 
to upgrade that, and that is what this $14 million is going to do. There are 25 000 vehicles that travel along 
Gnangara Road per day. It is 7.9 kilometres of dual carriageway and the cost will be spread across the 2013–14 
and 2014–15 budgets. By the time it is all finished, it will go from Alexander Drive all the way through to West 
Swan Road, but I believe it will be done in stages between Beechboro Road and Drumpellier Drive, then on to 
Pinaster Parade, and then on to West Swan Road. 

I look forward to being kept in the loop with that. The City of Swan will take ownership of that project. As it has 
demonstrated already, with the works that it has done at the lights at Drumpellier Drive and Gnangara Road, and 
the dualling between Drumpellier Drive and Pinaster Parade, it has done an excellent job. I know that the City of 
Swan will perform that work at the highest level and in the quickest time to make sure that there is less 
interruption to the local traffic. I have to tell members that the local community understands when there are 
roadworks. The community knows that those roadworks will improve the road, so generally it is a little bit more 
patient. But I ask members of the community to make sure that they keep being patient when the roadworks start, 
because in the long run they are for our benefit. 
Still on Gnangara Road, another million dollars was given to the City of Swan to do a roundabout at the 
intersection of Gnangara Road and West Swan Road. I do not know whether many members are aware of this 
intersection, but if they frequent the Swan Valley to taste some of the magnificent wine and produce there and 
they go along Gnangara Road, they will hit West Swan Road. People call it a T-junction, but it is a four-way 
intersection, just slightly off to the left going through to the old church. It is a very dangerous intersection. When 
people are leaving Gnangara Road and going into West Swan Road, a lot of traffic is coming from The Vines, so 
a lot of people take little risks and plant their foot to try to get in front of a car quickly, and quite often accidents 
occur there. The roundabout at that intersection will allow traffic to flow more easily. As I said, the roundabout 
will work so much better than lights, because there is generally pressure on only one direction at a time 
depending on whether it is morning or night-time traffic. A set of lights would not work as well; the roundabout 
will allow traffic to keep flowing. Lights have recently been installed at Drumpellier Drive, so the break 
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provided by those lights will assist with the traffic flow at the roundabout at Gnangara and West Swan Roads. 
Again, another million dollars has been spent by this government on the great people of the East Metropolitan 
Region, in particular in the seats of West Swan and Swan Hills. I have met with the mayor, Charlie Zannino, and 
the CEO, Mike Foley, at the City of Swan and we have looked at the roundabout. I travel through the 
intersection quite often. The roundabout is nearly finished. I cannot wait for it to be up and running. I know that 
the community is quite happy to see that money is being spent on roads in the local area. 

Getting off roads but still staying on transport, during the election I went out with the then candidate but now 
member for Forrestfield, Nathan Morton. Nathan Morton has been a fantastic candidate for the last four years. 
He ran at the previous election and lost by just 98 votes. No matter what side of the chamber members sit on, 
98 votes is a hard loss to take. It is just like our candidate in Midland losing by 24 votes; that was even harder. 
Nathan stuck in there for the following four years, being the deputy principal of a local high school, and has kept 
his finger on the pulse of the community over those four years. His hard work was rewarded when he won the 
seat on 9 March. I would like to put on the record my thanks to Nathan for his work. We in the upper house 
know that the work of our lower house members reflects the numbers in the upper house. Nathan worked hard 
and I worked with him. He will be a fantastic member. I know that he will represent his community with pride 
and vigour and will do everything he possibly can to deliver better outcomes for the people of Forrestfield. 

While we were out and about in January, Hon Troy Buswell met us at the Kenwick train station, where we 
announced $6 million to upgrade the station. As most members know, the Armadale line is quite an old line, and 
the train stations along the line are a bit tired, a bit worse for wear and, more importantly, quite unsafe. If the 
Maddington train station is not yet finished, it is due to be finished soon. We have also committed $6 million to 
upgrade the Kenwick train station. The upgrade will include ramps and access for wheelchairs, as well as 
lighting and security. The problem with the Kenwick train station is that members of the local community do not 
like parking their cars there, so they drive to Maddington train station and park their cars there. Even though they 
might be closer to Kenwick, due to safety and security reasons, they opt to go to Maddington. As members can 
imagine, if the surrounding population of those two train stations uses only the Maddington train station, 
obviously it cannot cope. It is not designed to cope with those numbers, so the need for the upgrade of Kenwick 
train station is vital. I again commend the government for listening to the general public and to members. I spoke 
to the Premier when I took a train trip with him about a year ago. We went to the Kenwick and Maddington train 
stations, much to the despair of his security officers. I said that if he wanted to see the issues on the train line, he 
needed to stop at the train stations with the real issues, and, to his credit, he did. We got off at the train station at 
about eight o’clock at night in the rain. The first thing he said was, “I’m getting wet” and I said, “Yes; we don’t 
have shelters at the train stations on the Armadale rail line.” Part of the upgrade will include the construction of 
shelters, so that when people get off the train, they will not get wet if it is pouring rain and will not have to wait 
in the heat in summer. This $6 million is well worth it for the Kenwick train station and for the local community. 
Hopefully, with the increase in lighting and security, the people who live within walking distance of Kenwick 
train station will feel safer to walk there and those who need to drive will feel safer about leaving their vehicles 
there. By doing that, obviously, the management of the train station can go back to operating for the numbers for 
which it was designed to operate. 
I want to talk about Maida Vale Primary School. As I said, Hon Peter Collier really put a lot of effort into the 
East Metropolitan Region and again listened to me when I grabbed his ear a few times and wrote a few letters. 
Well over a year ago, I met up with the principal of the school, Darren Greaves, and the parents and citizens 
association president, Dee Cooke, to discuss their school. Maida Vale Primary School is situated along 
Kalamunda Road, and before I visited the school I assumed it was on the other side of the road because I could 
not see the school from the street. It is in a beautiful bush setting, which is fantastic for the students, but the 
problem is that people in vehicular traffic travelling along the road do not realise the school is there. So, the first 
thing I wanted to do was get the 40 kilometre flashing signs installed, which I am pleased to say are up and 
operating. General motorists much like I am drive along foolishly not remembering that it is school time, 
because they are in their own little bubble when they are driving from appointment to appointment. I am now 
reminded when I see those great big “40” flashing LED signs that this little idiot should slow down because it is 
a school zone and the signs are there to keep our children safe. That was the first reason for going out to Maida 
Vale Primary School, but when I was there I noticed how old the school was. Although it celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary recently, I am sure the buildings were not built 50 years ago, but they are so old that they are like old 
dormitories. 

Hon Jim Chown: In which electorate is this? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It is in the electorate of Forrestfield. 
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When I went out and looked at the school, the principal and the P&C president showed me around. The first 
thing the teachers wanted to show me was the ladies’ bathrooms. They are concrete toilets with a great big open 
gap underneath the doors. The toilets are quite low to the ground and the sinks are silver-coloured metal. They 
are not toilets that I expect people at work in this day and age should have to use—and there are only two 
cubicles for the entire staff at the school! Obviously, not only are they old and not up to the standard desired for 
the workplace these days, but also they do not cater for the number of teachers at the school. 

Another thing I noticed when I walked in there was that everyone seemed to be on top of each other, including 
the person at the reception counter, the administrator and the principal, and the sick bay is just a little fold-out 
bed on the side of the hall as people walk into the school. There really are not enough facilities available for the 
school to operate at the standard we expect for our schools. Hon Peter Collier not only agreed to spend 
$5 million when he saw that the school was worthy of the funding, but also gave me the honour and privilege of 
going out there on 7 December to play Santa Claus and deliver the good news to the school. I have to say that I 
have never seen so many teachers and parents screaming, jumping up and down and hugging each other with joy 
when they found out that they had received $5 million. That $5 million will provide a four-classroom block, an 
administration building, and an upgrade to the parking facilities and entrance statement, as well as a canteen. 
Planning for the work will commence next financial year, 2013–14, and will be completed in 2015. As I said, the 
principal was over the moon and so were the P&C president and members. I look forward to going back there 
and cutting the ribbon if Hon Peter Collier will allow me to share the scissors with him. We would love for the 
Minister for Education to come out and do that. This is a great milestone for this region and this electorate. An 
investment of $5 million into one of our primary schools is fantastic. When I was there, one of the mothers told 
me that she had just moved to the area and had set about trying to find a school for her children to attend. When 
she walked into the school and saw the chaos—the sickbed in the hallway and a lady sitting there counting 
money from fees she had collected—she decided that the school was too disorganised and walked straight back 
out again. She looked at a couple of other schools, but there were no vacancies, so, as she said, she was forced to 
go back to the school. She is so glad that she did, because she said the students, teachers and principal are a 
fantastic group of people and a great community. She is now the president of the parents and citizens association 
because she wanted to work towards getting rid of the first impression she had had of the school so that new 
mothers who check out the school are presented with an organised school and are not scared by its appearance. 
As we all know, we should not judge a book by its cover, but often we do. That is another success story for the 
East Metropolitan Region, particularly for the seat of Forrestfield. I thank the Minister for Education for that.  

Unfortunately—or, I should say fortunately—I have to thank the Minister for Education again because the 
money did not stop there! I was able to continue to be Santa Claus at another two schools. I went to East 
Kenwick Primary School, which is an amazing little community. Principal Janice Hepburn is a hardworking, 
dedicated woman. I take my hat off to her. I went along to the end-of-school assembly. I thought my parents had 
it tough when I had to learn the recorder. East Kenwick Primary decided not to do the recorder this year; rather, 
its students learnt the drums! I think my parents had it easy with my learning the recorder! The students played 
on 40 drums and did a session that went for 15 minutes. My ears were ringing when I got up to deliver the good 
news. The students were so enthusiastic. By the end of their 15-minute session, they would have been a bit tired. 
They may have been easier to teach after their drumming lessons. I take my hat off to the parents of students at 
East Kenwick Primary School for assisting their children in learning music and for encouraging them to practise 
their drumming at home. We were able to provide East Kenwick with $200 000 for the construction of a kiss and 
drop-off parking area. The area where the parents drop their kids off is a sand track on the edge of the corner of 
the school property. It is chaos at school pick-up and drop-off times, with parents angling their cars in the best 
they can before throwing their kids out of the car—they are lucky to get a kiss as they do—and driving off before 
another parent honks or toots to get into their spot. The kiss and drop-off parking area will make the school zone 
a lot safer. East Kenwick Primary School also received a 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing LED sign. That sign, 
together with the kiss and drop-off area, makes parents’ daily picking up and dropping off of their loved children 
so much easier and safer. Hopefully, little Jimmy now gets a kiss before his mum throws him out the car door. 
She might also have time to make sure he has his lunchbox before he goes! Money has also been provided for 
play equipment for the senior students. They will be getting a flying-fox, a jungle gym, climbing rope and shade 
sails. I do not need to tell most members that the students of East Kenwick Primary School are not privileged 
students and that any additional resources we provide will go a long, long way.  

Forrestfield Primary School was also a recipient of my Santa trip around the schools. It got $150 000. Principal 
Diane Greenaway is amazing and outstanding. Quite often students at Forrestfield Primary turn up in the 
morning without having had breakfast or without shoes or a uniform. Diane runs a breakfast club and provides 
uniforms for the kids.  

Hon Peter Collier: Is that the one that had the fete? 
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Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is the one the minister came to. Hon Peter Collier came along to look at and 
launch the community garden centre. That was a great day. I thank the minister for coming out there. I know the 
teachers and students were happy to have the Minister for Education supporting their hard work.  

Forrestfield Primary School started a community garden a couple of years ago and I became involved in that 
about three years ago when I sponsored one of the garden beds. The school pulled up an old tennis court and 
turned it into a community garden, and community members were asked to sponsor the garden beds. The garden 
beds are used to teach the students how to grow vegetables and herbs from seed. They are growing things such as 
mint, basil, capsicum, eggplant, cucumber, carrots and potatoes. I am sure they are growing more, but I cannot 
list everything. The kids are taught how to make the garden bed, prepare fertiliser and grow seedlings, and they 
have a worm farm. They plant the seedlings so they can nurture the plants and see how they grow. The students 
then pick the produce.  

The next step in the school’s plan was a kitchen, and so part of that $150 000 will enable the school to convert a 
classroom block into a multipurpose learning area. There is a kitchen, dining table and a storeroom so they can 
keep their knives and cutting boards locked away safely. After all, we must remember this is a primary school. 
The kids pick the vegetables and go into the kitchen area to cook. Eggplants grew very well last year so the kids 
all learned how to cook eggplant lasagne. I imagine that none of those kids would have ever eaten eggplant 
before in their lives, and they probably had no desire to eat it—I know I did not when I was young—but there is 
a different passion and desire behind what you eat when you grow something from seed. What a novel way for 
children to learn about food and eating a proper diet. It was fantastic to see those kids eating their eggplant 
lasagne, especially given that, unfortunately, many of them would have eaten only canned or frozen vegetables 
before.  

The community garden at Forrestfield primary grows so much basil and mint that the local butcher now swaps 
meat for those herbs in a gumnut exchange. He uses its basil and mint in his marinades and sausages and in 
return he gives the kids sausages or whatever other cuts he has to use in their cooking to add protein to the 
vegetables they grow. The school also has a chook farm. The kids have watched the chooks hatch from eggs and 
grow into hens, which now lay eggs. The children collect the eggs and they are added to the ingredients in the 
kitchen. As I said, they have a worm farm and they have just built a pizza oven, so they get to make pizzas using 
their produce. Part of that $150 000 will also help fund the purchase of equipment for the junior playground and 
provide soft-fall surfaces and climbing equipment.  

I congratulate the principals of all these schools. Like principals in all schools, they go beyond the call of duty. It 
is not just a job to them; they lead and put everything into their communities. The principals at the three schools 
excel in promoting community work among their teachers and also encourage the parents and citizens 
associations. Unfortunately, Forrestfield Primary School’s P&C is lacking at the moment, but we hope that this 
new building will encourage parents to get involved in the cooking lessons and that will help establish and grow 
the P&C.  

I turn now to one of the other commitments that were made during the election campaign. I was working with an 
amazing lady, Andrea Creado, the Liberal Party candidate for Mirrabooka. She introduced me to the Northern 
Redbacks Women’s Soccer Club. The club trains at Celebration Park in Balga. The field is quite well kept and 
great for playing on because it has never had lights and so it has never been damaged or put to much hard use by 
people training on it. However, there were no appropriate change rooms; there was just a very old, concrete 
changing block that was designed for men’s cricket. The changing room was a great big open room with hooks 
on the wall, and in the next room was the toilet and shower block, which was one long urinal on one wall and an 
open shower area on the opposite wall. If members were listening closely, they would have heard me say that I 
had visited the Northern Redbacks Women’s Soccer Club, so these facilities that were made for men were now 
being used by a women’s soccer club. As members can imagine, there are members of the club as young as nine, 
right through to women in their 30s. Women of most ages, but especially teenagers, are not willing to shower 
openly in front of everybody else in an open shower area, and certainly women are not able to use a urinal, and 
there was only one other toilet available to them. One toilet for two soccer teams is not appropriate. Also, 
because it was an inappropriate facility for showering, they were not using the site; a lot of the girls were just 
packing up and going home after the game, which does not really create the team-building and social atmosphere 
experience that one gets when playing sport. When people just pack up and go home after the game, it is not a 
desirable outcome; it is better if they hang around and enjoy the social aspect afterwards. 

I went out and had a look at the clubrooms with Andrea Creado and we also took the Premier, Hon Colin 
Barnett, down to have a look for himself. We explained about the facilities and showed him what the girls had to 
endure. I have to say, to the Premier’s credit, he came back a second time and said, “If we win government, we 
will get you the money to renovate or build new clubrooms for this site.” 
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On Thursday 9 May—just the other week—Hon Colin Barnett, Andrea Creado and I went down and met the 
president and players of the Northern Redbacks Women’s Soccer Club. The president is Keith Anderson and the 
vice president is Neil Bennett. We actually presented them with $500 000 to provide an upgrade to their 
rundown clubroom facilities. This was a promise that was actually delivered on 9 May, just the other week, to 
the people of Balga. The Northern Redbacks Women’s Soccer Club is now designing the layout for their new 
clubroom, and obviously they would like to have a canteen so they can start raising funds for their soccer team. 
The Northern Redbacks Women’s Soccer Club has 75 players, and it competes at both senior and junior levels; 
there are under 17s and under 14s teams. The club has actually won 11 premier league championships, which has 
a history of fostering elite talent, including Lisa De Vanna and Collette McCallum, who have represented 
Australia playing for the Matildas, as well as a number of other players who have represented Perth Glory in the 
W-League. 

This is not just a soccer club in Balga; this is a soccer club at which women who want to play football can 
actually go through from under 14s all the way to a professional career. I am absolutely delighted—over the 
moon—that we were able to deliver these brand-new facilities for these very worthy people. I am very happy to 
say that although Andrea Creado was not successful in winning the seat of Mirrabooka, she can hold her head 
high, knowing that she delivered on one of the commitments that she went fighting for during the election. As I 
said, Andrea was there with us and she got to go around and shake hands with everybody, knowing that although 
she was not successful on the day, she was successful for them. I would like to thank Andrea for her 
commitment and dedication over the past year in working for the seat of Mirrabooka. I hope that Andrea is 
around in four years and will come back to represent us, because a woman of her calibre is greatly needed in this 
place. 

Hon Helen Morton: Hear, hear!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I would now like to touch on what happened after the election. I do not think we 
need to remind members of the result of the election — 

Hon Jim Chown: Yes, we do! Please mention it again! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It was an overwhelming result, with members of the WA public wanting to see a 
Liberal–National government in place. I look forward to our government proving to them that they did make the 
right decision, because they will then be able to make the right decision again at the next election.  

I have to say that I was very humbled and honoured after the election to receive a phone call from our Premier, 
asking me to represent our Deputy Premier, Hon Kim Hames, as his parliamentary secretary. That was 
something I was not expecting but something that I appreciate and take on wholeheartedly. As I said to the 
Premier on the phone, “I’ll do you proud and you won’t regret making this decision.” As I said earlier today, I 
learnt from a colleague who I used to work with at the Small Business Development Corporation that the secret 
to looking as though we know what we are doing is to be like a duck—smooth sailing, but with our legs 
pedalling like buggery under the water. 

Hon Helen Morton: You might need to retract that word! 

Hon Sue Ellery: Pedalling like billyo! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Yes! Thank you, Hon Sue Ellery. As I look around this chamber and see the iconic 
black swan depicted in the stained glass, maybe I will aspire to be a swan instead of a duck. So my goal will be 
to be like a swan—gracefully going along in the water, and hopefully no members will see my feet — 

Hon Helen Morton: Going like billyo!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Yes, going like billyo underwater!  

Minister Hames is a very experienced and intelligent member, and I look forward to working with him and 
learning as much as I can from him. This is a fantastic opportunity for a member in her second term, and I will 
be using it to my fullest. I have been asked especially to focus on the tourism portfolio. I know that that is a very 
hard and tough portfolio and one that not many people would aspire to! But I think they have picked the right 
person, and I will absolutely enjoy representing and listening to the tourism industry. The tourism industry is to 
me as vital to Western Australia as our mining and resource sector. At the moment, we are enjoying the fruits of 
our mining industry. But we need to make sure that we do not put all our eggs in one basket. I honestly believe 
that one of the baskets on which we should focus is tourism. Tourism can actually play a major role and is a 
major economic driver of this state.  

I recently went to Sydney for the Australian Tourism Exchange. I had no idea what it was, and on my way to 
Sydney the advisers tried to brief me on it. I said to them afterwards that they could have talked to me until they 
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were blue in the face but I still would not have understood what it was about if I had not gone to see it for 
myself. The Australian Tourism Exchange provides the opportunity for Australian tourism operators to showcase 
their product to not just the rest of Australia, but the entire world. Western Australia is represented by Tourism 
WA, and operators within Western Australia go to that exchange and sell their wares and product. I was 
overwhelmed with the professionalism of the WA stand at that exchange. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 1071.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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